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Sgt/Major Dexter Mead, US Army Retired, presents his custom made display cases 


of veterans’ medals and ribbons. 
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Professor Bill Zannini presents Rhiannon Lombard with a $1,000 
check for the Northern Essex Professional Association's (NECCPA) 
annual scholarship award. NECCPA is the local chapter of the 
Massachusetts Community College Council, a union representing fac- 
ulty and professional staff on campus. NECCPA raised the money for 
this year's scholarship through donations and the proceeds from their 
very successful annual bake sale held April 18 in the lobby of Spurk. 
There were 17 applicants for this year’s scholarship. Members of 
the committee awarding the scholarship commented that they had diffi- 
culty making the selection owing to the highly qualified field. 


Sports 
Has Red Sox Nation 
destroyed the Sox? 


14 


Norihern Essex 
Community College 


Vetera ns have art ; 


exhibit at NECC 


Vets put on art and 
history display 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alternative Edge Editor 


I attended the Veteran’s Art 
Exhibit that was held in the 
Technology Center on April 23rd and 
what I discovered was an eye-opening 
experience. To say that it astounded 
me is an understatement. While I’ve 
never operated with much of a militant 
mind, and typically raise my hands up 
in peace and love; I carry enough 
common sense to know that war hap- 
pens, it’s happened since the first rock 
was thrown, and it will continue long 
after we’re gone. That being said, I’ve 
found that underneath the politics, 
ignorance, and the blood and gore, 
there is a global, resonating human 
story. 

After being greeted warmly by 
Ellen Grondine, the Dean of Law, 
Education, and Social Profession, who 
offered refreshments, I began explor- 
ing the different exhibits. The first 
conference room was tumed into an 
exhibit for several artists using their 
creative abilities to benefit soldiers 
and veterans who have been less fortu- 
nate during wartime. Barbara O’Neill, 
a local teacher at Whittier Regional 


Vocational Technical High School, 
lost her son in Afghanistan, who was 
also the first soldier to be killed-in- 
action from the Haverhill area. To 
cope with the loss, O'Neill knitted 
hundreds of quilts for veterans, fami- 
lies of lost soldiers, homeless centers, 
charity, and fundraising. Several of the 
quilts were on display at the exhibit 
and they held warm and inviting com- 
fort that was a welcoming contrast to 
some of the darker elements attributed 
to war. 

John A. Webster, a veteran and 
photographer, was in attendance and 
his work was on display around the 
exhibit. A mix between his own work 
and donations from fellow country- 
men across the different generations, 
Webster collected and presented the 
powerful imagery of war from as early 
as World War I. Webster told me that 
he didn’t put up any images with 
strong indications of blood and gore, 
because he felt the work in the exhibits 
captured what people needed to know, 
while still revealing the wounds that 
war can carry. There were portraits, 
group photos, action sequences with 
soldiers and/or military vehicles, and 
some quiet moments to break one bat- 
tle from another. It was with Webster’s 
photography that I started to piece 
together this bigger human story. 


See Veterans page 7 


Karzai nearly shot 


Afghan President 
assassination attempt 
fails, 3 others dead 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


On Sunday, Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai narrowly avoided 
death at a ceremony in Kabul in an 
assassination attempt the Taliban 
has taken credit for. Though Karzai 
escaped, three others were killed 
and eight others wounded in the 
attack. 

The ceremony marking the 
anniversary of the mujahedeen vic- 
tory over the Soviet occupation in 
Afghanistan was interrupted by 
gunfire that sent Karzai and mem- 
bers of his cabinet fleeing in terror 
along with the crowd of onlookers. 
The militant gunmen opened fire 
with automatic rifles and rockets 
from a three-story guesthouse 
about 300 yards away from where 
the Afghan leader sat with Cabinet 


ministers and senior diplomats. 

Following the assassination 
attempt, security forces engaged in 
a half hour battle with the men 
inside the house, during which 
Defense Minister Gen. Abdul 


Rahim Wardak said three attackers 


the president. His statements 
matched those of Wardak when _ 
stating three of the militants had 
been killed. 

“Afghan and NATO authorities 
this. year repeatedly said the 
Taliban are on the verge of annihi- 


i= 


“Karzai and his cabinet can’t be safe 
from Taliban attacks.” 


- Zabiullah Mujaheed, Taliban 


were killed. A number of guns were 
also confiscated from the house. 
Around one hundred people were 
brought in for questioning by law 
enforcement. Zabiullah Mujaheed, 
a Taliban ‘spokesman claimed 
responsibility for the attacks, say- 
ing that six men had been sent in 


with guns and rockets to ambush 


lation. Now it is has been proved to 
them the Taliban not only have the 
ability to operate in the provinces, 
but even in Kabul,” Mujaheed said 
in the recorded message, going on 
to directly state, “Karzai and his 
cabinet can’t be safe from Taliban 
attacks.” 

See Afghan page 6 
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The responsibility of 


freedom 


Be the change you want to see 
in the world, and if you can’t do 
that, then be a horrible warning 
from which others can learn. That 
is a little bit of a joke, but the 
foundation of truth is very 
important. We live in intense 
times. No matter what aspects of 
life you personally partake in, 
everyone can name a few things 
that should be changed. Be it 
political, social, economic, or any 
other field of life, our world is rife 
with problems. 

Not everyone will agree on 
what the problems are, or how they 


should be addressed, but this is the 
beauty of living in a free society. 
But that freedom comes with 
responsibilities. As individuals, we 
should wake up very morning and 
feel the weight of that freedom. If 
we have free will, we must use it. 
With the freedom to choose comes 
the responsibility to act. 

Put plainly, as young people 
and those that mentor them, we 
must awake every morning with 
the intent to act. Far too much of 


our lives is spent being 
complacent. We must fight 
whatever power needs to be 


fought, and we must be informed 
enough to fight properly. 
If you have a mind, speak it. 


NECC Observer _ 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Address: Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom: 978-556-3633 
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Features Editor: Artemis Savory 
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News Editor: Aaron Foss 
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Publication schedule 


Issue 
#15 


#16 


Apr. 30 
May 7 


Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 


Apr. 23 
Apr. 30 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the 
newsroom, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for 
verification. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the 
subject line or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer s 
observer 


missions via email: 
necc.mass.equ 


“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 


Roaming Reporter 


What do you think about the situation 
regarding China and their oppression of Tibet? 


Chris Simon, Criminal & Politics 
“Personally, I don’t understand why. 
It seems with every culture we need 
to oppress people.” 


Felicia Meiniak, Business 


“Honestly it hasn’t affected me so I 


don’t care.” 


Maja Narchoo, General Stuides 


“China is acting wicked lame right 


now, that’s messed up.” 


Photos/Interviews by Daniel Potocki 


Michael Bernier, General Studies 

“Besides the grip of free Tibet, the 
U.S. hands are all tied. Hopefully 
there will be a peaceful solution, but 
if it’s in our lifetime we'll have to 


Misha Kossodo, Biology 
“Historically, China has had control 
over Tibet, sadly I don’t know too 
much about the particulars regarding 
it, it'd be nice if Tibet was 
independent.” 


Sam Folly Music 
“It’s a civil war, leave it to them.” 


a) 


. 
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Life in the Dominican Republic 


How living in a third 
world country 


shaped my character 


By HANSEL LopPEz 
Opinion Editor 


Given the 
fact that this 
summer, 
August 16 to 
be exact, it will 


_be 6 years 
since I moved 
from the 


Dominican 
Republic back 
to the U.S. and 
I think it’s an appropriate time to look 
and realize how that affected my life. 
I really should have waited a few 
more years and turned this into a 
book, it has bestseller written all over 
it, but I got a little anxious and had to 
do it now. You guys win because you 
get to read it for free rather than pay- 
ing like 25 dollars. 

But all jokes aside the years spent 
living there have definitely had a pro- 
found effect on me. Some of it will 
stay with me for the rest of my life. 

First off, a brief introduction to 
the Dominican: It’s a small country 
that shares the island of La 
Hispaniola with Haiti, and, if your 
travel agent is to be believed, it is 
also paradise. Beautiful sandy 
beaches, umbrella drinks, palm trees 
and an overall feel good vibe. I’d be 
lying if I said there wasn’t any of this, 
but it’s usually reserved for the 
wealthy or tourists. 

The reality is that like other 
Caribbean and South American coun- 
tries (Brazil, Jamaica, etc...), poverty 


is widespread, crime rate is high and 
authorities tend to lean towards cor- 
ruption or are powerless. To give an 
example of how bad burglary has 
gotten, a few years ago some guys 
broke into my uncle’s house, which 
was still under construction. Since 
they couldn’t find any money or 
appliances they decided to take some 
of the doors, a toilet and a couple of 
sinks that had just been put in. You 
shouldn’t be surprised if you see 
police officers patrolling the streets 
with shotguns or M-16’s either. 

Another thing you’ve probably 
become aware of, if you’ve spoken to 
any Dominican, is that services aren’t 
very reliable for the most part. There 
are random power outages that can 
last from a couple of hours to up a 
day or week. Certain areas don’t have 
running water either. 

My mother always said about her 
homeland “es un pais rico pero 
pobremente administrado” which 
translates to ‘The Dominican 
Republic is a rich country that is 
poorly administrated.” The country 
has infinite potential when it comes 
to natural resources, as it exports of 
gold, silver, coffee, tobacco and 
sugar. If these resources were to be 
managed properly by a non-corrupt 
national industry, the Dominican 
Republic would be able to rid itself of 
its national debt to foreign powers 
and rise out of its developing status. 

One of the first poignant memo- 
ries in my mind that will remain fresh 
for the entirety of my life was when I 
saw a full on protest for the first time. 
It must have been in the summer of 
1998; although I don’t remember the 
exact reason for the incident I 
remember the means to get authori- 
ties’ attention. It started out with a 
couple of people burning a small 
stack of tires and after several min- 


utes of this the police had arrived and 
the protestors started throwing rocks 
at them. The police fired back with 
rubber bullets, actual live ammuni- 
tion and tear gas. The protestors also 
attacked them with bottles and sticks 
as the police flailed at them with their 
batons or with their fists. These 
types of altercations would continue 
for the length of a day and usually 
ended with the cause being ignored 


or the protestors being labeled as 


ultimately led to his assassination. 
Balaguer will be remembered for rig- 
ging elections, his craftiness and 
intimidating his political opponents. 
Even though this part of history is 
behind us, Dominican politicians are 
still being caught red handed in scan- 
dals; they are known for their apathy 
and willingness to do it again if the 
opportunity arises. 

I obviously didn’t live through 
most of that and only have read about 


nnn Gist so 


Political corruption, whether it be 
covert or overt, is widespread and the 
country has endured two dictatorships. 


criminals. Nothing new to anybody 
I’ve also determined that the rea- 
son I’m so skeptical and distrusting 
of politicians is because what I saw 
and heard the authority figures do 
while living there. Political corrup- 
tion, whether it be covert or overt, is 
widespread and the country has 
endured two dictatorships. First was 
Rafael Leonidas Trujillo who was in 
office from 1930 to 1961 and then his 
protégé Joaquin Balaguer who 
presided from 1966-1978 and then 
1986-1996. During both administra- 
tions the economy did well, but polit- 
ical opponents (politicians, journal- 
ists, college students) were jailed, 
killed or exiled, and newspapers were 
seized. Trujillo was known for ruling 
with an iron fist and his ego which 


it and heard my father’s account of 
those times. But one politician 
whose Nixon (Richard Nixon is the 
standard which all corrupt politicians 
are measured against) qualities I was 
able to witness firsthand was 
Hipolito Mejia, he was president 
from 2000 to 2004. What makes him 
remarkable was that he too was elect- 
ed via questionable means (there are 
talks of possible death threats and 
vote miscounts) and he did not go to 
college; this guy was so dumb that 
some of the stuff he said makes 
George W. Bush seem like scholar (I 
suggest looking him up on YouTube 
to see some of his funnier moments). 
During his tenure in office the value 
of an American dollar skyrocketed 
from 17 to 50 pesos (the Dominican 


currency) prompting the cost of liv- 
ing also to go up for everyone, except 
his cronies and supporters who were 
all collecting an additional salary 
based off taxes and pay cuts from 
state jobs. 

A funny anecdote I can recall 
from the time regarding Mejjia’s dis- 
approval rating is when a radio sta- 
tion held a mock election between 
him and Satan. Listeners would call 
in and cast their vote for who they _ 
would rather have as president and 
the people decided they would prefer 
to have Satan in office. Well the gov- 
ernment didn’t think this joke was 
very funny and had the two DJ’s 
behind the prank arrested without 
any real charges against them. 
Needless to say it’s because of people 
like this is why I’ve develope a sense 
of paranoia towards the government. 

Other than that, the other lessons 
I learned from living there was to 
adapt to any situations thrown at me 
and to not worry much about things. 
If I did worried to much then I 
would have gone insane after a 
week. Since I wasn’t working, did- 
n’t own a computer and had no cable 
TV until the last year of living there, 
I had a lot of downtime which I had 
to fill with reading any random book 
I could get my hands on. The paper 
that got delivered to my house and 
trying to interact with the other kids 
on my block against my will. 

I look back at it now and I won- 
der how did I get through it without 
going crazy. Don’t get me wrong. I 
am proud of my heritage and home- 
land, but I wish I that the Dominican 
Republic would rise above all of the 
forces trying to hold it down. 


Lecture on importance of college 


To the editor: 

One of the most fundamental obligations of an 
open-enrollment community college is to provide 
access to opportunity for those whose dreams have 
been discouraged, neglected, or denied. 

Educators endure great demands when attempting 
to fulfill this obligation. Even those with unwavering 


‘commitment are profoundly challenged by the 


prospect of empowering a student population that 
resides at the margins of higher education. 
A common consequence of working diligently with 


meager resources and intangible rewards is the unwit- 


ting adoption of some of the disenchantment — even 
despair — our students develop in the face of persist- 
ently long odds. : 

This dynamic seems both inevitable and danger- 
ous. The noble business of community college educa- 
tion is not fulfilled merely by opening a school’s doors 
and filling its classrooms. Even high quality instruc- 
tion falls short. If we as educators fail to inspire our 
students, we then contribute to the sociocultural iner- 
tia that constrains them. 

The task of providing access to opportunity calls 
community college educators to a higher standard. It 
compels us to offer hope to those who are not familiar 
with hope’s power. For if we are not encouraging and 
nurturing dreams and aspirations, we are disabling 
them. 

At the beginning of each semester I ask my stu- 
dents why they are enrolled at NECC and not Harvard. 
The responses are not surprising: too expensive, bad 
grades, can’t commute, don’t care, never thought 
about it. This last response, “never thought about it,” 
is especially instructive. It reveals that during the 
course of that student’s life, no one suggested that 


Harvard (or a school of its caliber) was even a possi- 
bility — however remote. Perhaps no one encouraged 
that student to explore his or her potential. 

This may seem trivial, but it underlies a subtle, yet 
fatal mindset that many of us at NECC have embraced: 
present circumstances necessarily trump future aspira- 
tions. As a practice, it is easiest to identify obstacles 
before exploring opportunities. It is convenient to 
allow perceived limitations to define the space where 
dreams are permitted. This is exactly wrong. More, it 
effectively undermines our charge as an institution 
offering access to opportunity. 

Many of the most prestigious colleges and univer- 
sities in the United States are hungry for qualified 
community college graduates. Mahy of these schools 
are willing to foot the entire bill (tuition and room and 
board) for transfer students. Many now offer grants to 
meet the financial obligations formerly met by loans. 
This is an exciting time to be a community college stu- 
dent looking to transfer to a four-year school. The 
opportunities are limitless; the obstacles — many of 
them at least — can be overcome. 

On Wednesday, April 30 at 12:00p I will give a talk 
titled “Why Not Harvard” in room E-155. The event 
is sponsored by the Student Senate. I hope it will 
begin an important conversation at our college regard- 
ing the urgent need for a pedagogy of inspiration. 


Sincerly, 
David Johnedis 
Instructor of Behavioral Sciences 


Spring Jam election poll 


At the Spring Jam on April 23, 
the Contemporary Affairs Club held a 
straw poll in which students, faculty 
and staff voted for their favorite pres- 
idential candidates. Despite disap- 
pointments for Barack Obama in the 
previous day’s Pennsylvania Primary, 
he was the overwhelming winner of 


one quarter in the can 
equaled one vote. One could vote 
multiple times. Proceeds went to 
defer Contemporary Affairs Club 
expenses. Next event is Wednesday 
April 30, when Lawrence Mayor 
Michael Sullivan visits the Club at 
12:00 in Room C-110. 


simple: 


the club poll with 172 votes. Hilary 
Clinton finished second with 38. 
Ron Paul had a respectable 22 votes. 
Leading up the rear was the 


Sincerly, 

Steve Russell 

Faculty Adviser, 
Contemporary Affairs Club 


Republican presumed nominee John 
McCain with 5 votes. The rules were 


fey 


“Mothers all want their sons to grow up to 
be president, but they don’t want them to 
become politicians in the process.” 

-John F. Kennedy 


“If the president does it, that means it is 
not illegal.” 
-Richard M. Nixon 


“How low do you have to stoop in this 
country to be president?” 
-Hunter S. Thompson 
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China neglects human rights | UV ray awareness 


China is taking away 
freedom of 
expression from its 
people 

By MARK PALERMO 


In April 2004, the Chinese 
journalist Shi Tao used his Yahoo! 
email account to send a message to 
a U.S.-based pro-democracy web- 
site. In his email, he summarized a 
government order directing media 
organizations in China to down- 
play the upcoming 15th anniver- 
sary of the 1989 crackdown on pro- 
democracy activists. Police arrest- 
ed him in November 2004, charg- 
ing him with “illegally providing 
state secrets to foreign entities.” 
Authorities used email account 
holder information supplied by 
Yahoo! to convict Shi Tao in April 
2005 and sentence him to 10 years 
in prison. 

China’s vaguely-worded legal 
definition of what constitutes a 
“state secret” gives authorities 
broad discretion to detain people 
who peacefully exercise their right 
to free expression. China has con- 
structed an extensive system of 
Internet censorship to silence 
activists and journalists like Shi 
Tao. All Internet communications 


pass through powerful govern- 
which 
block access to many sites, filter 


ment-controlled routers, 
content, and delete links or web 
pages considered “subversive.” 
Websites using banned words such 
as “democracy,” “freedom,” and 


“human rights” are regularly 
blocked, as are the websites of 
international human rights groups 
(including Amnesty International) 
and several foreign news services. 

China currently has the largest 
recorded number of imprisoned 
journalists and cyber-dissidents in 
the world. As of July 2006, 
Amnesty International documented 
at least 54 Chinese Internet users 
believed to be imprisoned for such 
acts as signing petitions, calling 
for an end to corruption, dissemi- 
nating health information, or plan- 
ning to establish pro-democracy 
groups. 

Shi Tao is a 38-year-old pub- 
lished poet and essayist, currently 
being held at Chishan Prison in 
Yuanjiang, Hunan Province, where 
he is reportedly forced to labor 
under harsh conditions. His family 
has been harassed by authorities. 
His wife underwent daily question- 
ing by security officials and was 
persistently pressured to divorce 
Shi Tao, which she eventually did. 


His uncle and brother have been 
under surveillance and harassed 
both at work and at home, and his 
mother is reportedly monitored and 
harassed as she petitions for his 
release. 

Amnesty International consid- 
ers Shi Tao to be a prisoner of con- 
science, imprisoned for peacefully 
exercising his right to freedom of 
expression, a right protected in 
international law and the Chinese 
constitution. 

Send a politely worded letter 
(don’t the 
Chinese government) to China’s 


berate or criticize 
Prime Minister, urging him to 
bring about the immediate and 
unconditional release of Shi Tao 
and all those imprisoned solely for 
the legitimate exercise of their 
right to freedom of expression. 
Write to: Prime Minister of the 
People’s Republic of China Wen 
Jiabao Guojia Zongli. The State 
Council General Office 2 Fuyoujie 
100017 
People’s Republic of ChinaAirmail 
postage: 90 cents. Join the NECC 
Amnesty International Club to 


Xichengqu Beijingshi 
work for human rights 


Mark Palermo is an NECC faculty 
member. 


ATTENTION NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 


Star 


‘Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world’s most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Packac 2 Includes: 


Medical & Dental * 401(K) + Tut ~ As 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus |’roy, 


stance 


n and Much More! 


The UPS 
|IEARN & 
[LEARN 
|Program 


* Holidays Off 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


Get up to $15,000 


in College Education Assistance! 


* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


How to enjoy the 
nice weather without 
damaging your skin 


By BRITTANY BURGESS 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s not breaking news to any- 
one that being outside and getting 
too much dangerous. 
However, with the nice weather 
starting to arrive and all the spring 
and summer outdoor activities, sun- 
light is very hard to avoid. You’re 
not going to spend your summer 
vacation hiding inside from the UV 
rays; but there are many ways to 
keep you protected in the summer 


sun is 


sun. 

The most obvious answer to 
sun protection is sunscreen. It is 
very important to wear sunscreen 
especially on your face. Anything 
SPF 15 or higher is good. Also a 
good sunscreen has a large spec- 
trum to protect you from UVA and 
UVB rays. Michelle Patterson, a 
skin care expert, suggests any sun- 
screen SPF 30 or more, “It is really 
just important to have SPF in your 
moisturizer so you know your 
wearing it everyday, not just at the 
beach...but for a real sunscreen 
L’Oreal makes a good one.” 

Aside from Sunscreen, wearing 


sunglasses and a hat are other sim- 
ple ways to protect you. Your eyes 
are very sensitive and sunglasses 
aren’t just a fashion accessory, they 
really do protect your eyes. When 
buying sunglasses you should 
check to see if they protect 99 or 
100 of the UV rays. 

Getting sunburn too many times 
is a large factor in when people get 
skin cancer so it is very important 
to protect yourself. Wearing loose 
clothing that covers you can be a 
great step in protecting yourself as 
well. I understand no one wants to 
spend the summer with out a nice 
fresh glow, but there are other, 
safer ways to get color than cook- 
ing yourself in baby oil under the 
hot summer sun. Lotions with a self 
tanner in them have gotten really 
advanced and are not the fake 
orange color they once were. 
Jergen’s lotions even make differ- 
ent levels of color for all different 
skin types. Bronzing make up has 
huge results as well and it washes 
off after the shower. Places like 
CVS or even Wal-Mart have just 
regular generic Bronzing Blush 
products that do the trick. 

Stay safe this summer in all 
adventures; just 


your outdoor 


remember to protect your skin. 
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Food service work isn’t what it’s cut out to be 


Behind the 

deceivingly friendly 
eee les a 

stressful job 


By SARA PRESCOTT 
Contributing Reporter 


Arriving promptly five minutes 
later than the shift started, I make 
my way to the mirror to secure the 
hideous uniform that has been 
assigned to me. A “flavor” colored 
polo? Honestly, how am I supposed 
to make a good impression on these 
people when they are caught off 
guard by my appearance? 

I am immediately sat my first 
party, and, of course, not notified. 
After getting the silverware I make 
my way toward the table prepared 
for a beating with words for not 
arriving instantaneously as they 
were sat. Then the inevitable, the 
greeting: “Hi, I’m Sara. How are 
you doing tonight? I'll be your 
server; can I get you anything to 
drink?” Of course if they interject 
during these rehearsed lines I am 
completely thrown off and begin to 


stutter and return to my raged 
self. I believe the people get some 
entertainment from my struggle. 

Once dinner begins to pick up I 
am‘consumed by orders and peo- 
ples’ requests. A few times during 
this time period I will be carrying 
countless dishes and someone will 
have the nerve to stop me in my 
journey to the dish room to ask for 
a side condiment or even better, to 
take their dessert order. This entails 
me standing there for another five 
minutes, all the while liquids and 
remaining food on the plates are 
draining in my direction and they 
have no idea what they want to 
order. Essentially, they want to 
build their own massive sundae and 
I need to help guide them to the 
perfect ingredients. 

At this time, I think that I am 
half way through my eight-hour 
shift but sadly I look at the clock to 
see that it is only six, which means 
that there are six hours more to go. 
During these six hours I will have 
five more parties filled with chil- 
dren that will have an unfortunate 
reaction to the sugary drinks that 
they just downed in three minutes. 


After they leave I will find crayons 
ground into the floor with bite 
marks still intact, rainbow sprinkles 
strategically placed throughout the 
booth and the most adorable, illegi- 
ble notes thanking me for dinner. 
After a certain hour, around 
eight-thirty, hungry travelers, adult 
couples. or the  ever-pleasant 


an embarrassing moment for them 
because the bill tends to amount to 
a measly nine dollars. 

The light at the end of the tun- 
nel is in sight once there is two 
hours left, this occurs at ten usual- 
ly. The daily regular arrives on time 
and you get to sit down and have an 
intellectual conversation for the 


I make my way toward the table pre- 


pared for a beating with words for not 
arriving instantaneously as they were 


sat. 


teenagers crowd the restaurant. 
Unfortunately I have to actually 
pay attention to the dining area to 
make sure that certain parties don’t 
try to coyly walk out without pay- 
ing me. If this occurs, I have to 
chase them, because thefts affect us 
servers severely. Luckily, I’ve 
found that you can cut off the crim- 
inal’s car through the short cut to 
the back of the building. It is quite 


Kids should be kids 


Parents and 
educators have lost 
touch with the 
children 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


The most 
important job a 
person can have 
is a being a par- 
ent. I personal- 
ly can’t imagine 
what it must be 
like to have 
another being 
completely 
dependent on 
you; not only to fulfill their basic life 
needs, but also to lead by example 
and teach them everything you know 
about the world. I’ve written before 
about how many parents lack the 
ability to discipline their children 
correctly and just seem to take the 
easiest paths possible in rearing their 
children. I wouldn’t trust these peo- 
ple to mow my lawn, yet they are 
allowed to raise children. Parents 
aside, in the much broader perspec- 
tive of modern society, the way chil- 
dren are treated now is another testa- 
ment to why kids childhood obesity 
is on the rise, test scores are declin- 
ing, and the youth of today are fatter, 


lazier and dumber in general. 

For some reason, there exists a 
notion that children today are fight- 
ing a daily battle against every type 
of criminal element that exists. The 
news is full of stories of drugs and 
guns on every street corner and 
school and shows like To Catch A 
Predator are ridiculously popular. It’s 
almost come to a point where chil- 
dren being in danger has become a 
fad; a way to garner higher television 
ratings and _ sell magazines. 
Sometimes, as in the case of Jon 
Benet Ramsey, the general public 
becomes so entranced with one of 
these victims that they remain in the 
headlines for months. 

Are children really this exposed 
to violence? Absolutely. However, 
the majority of studies done say that 
children who are beaten, kidnapped, 
raped or murdered are usually 
exposed to those acts in their own 
homes by people they know. Yes, 
kids buy drugs and join gangs, but 
not nearly to the level reflected by the 
media. All this focus on how to keep 
kids safe from outside threats has led 
to this mutated form of what child- 
hood should be. 

When I was six years old, | 
remember going to a bank on a first 
grade field trip. Yes, a bank, I 
remember it because I didn’t have 
any idea what was going on. My 
mother, who teaches elementary 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu_ 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


school herself, has told me she brings 
her kids to the movies for a field trip. 
Over the last two years, her class has 
gone on school trips to Canobie Lake 
Park, Fenway Park, and to see the 
Shrek and Harry Potter films. Maybe 
my mind is still clouded with the 
image of a man in a suit trying to 
explain to me in first grade how to 
open a checking account, but where 
is the educational value in trips to 
amusement parks and movie theaters. 
When I was a kid we went to muse- 
ums and art galleries. Now even 
school is a place where kids are able 
to learn, but really aren’t forced to if 
they don’t want to. Children in the 
modern age are fatter and stupider for 
the very simple reason that they are 
coddled far too much and it needs to 
be up to the parents to stop it. Tell 
your kid to play outside and put down 
the Playstation control. Let your kid 
walk through the mall without cling- 
ing to them like the cashier at FYE is 
Michael Jackson in a clown suit. 

Kids need freedom that is being 
taken away from them. The freedom 
to learn and try and fail on their own, 
so that they can be normal function- 
ing people. Despite what the media 
puts forth, there is no more danger to 
kids now than there was ten years 
ago. With the advent of improved 
medical technology, metal detectors 
in schools, V-Chips, Amber alerts, 
D.A.R.E and parental warning 
labels, kids are actually more safe 
today than ten years ago. Society as 
a whole is more prepared to deal with 
the things that can hurt kids if the sit- 
uation does arise. You may think 
your kids are in danger, but being 
overprotective beyond a point of rea- 
son leads to...well Norman Bates I 
guess. It’s a simple case of knowing 
when too much is too much and when 
to let go just enough. Otherwise, the 
most dangerous thing your kid will 
face is being socially stunted. 


remaining few hours and probably 
a little dish of ice cream. 

When there are only fifteen 
minutes left until closing time, the 
doors mysteriously lock, no one 
knows how this happens. still. 
Motivation kicks us into high gear 
and both the side work that had 
been piling up and the closing rou- 
tine are finished in less than sixty 
seconds. 


At the end of your shift, when 
you find out how much you made 
that night, there is a pivotal 
moment. This number will deter- 
mine how much gas 1 can put in my 
car, how many groceries I can pur- 
chase and whether or not I can go 
out this weekend. A long till is 
printed and every credit card 
receipt, coupon and penny that is 
owed to the restaurant must be 
accounted for. My feet, head, just 
about my entire body is sore and 
counting the money just seems 
impossible. 

I drag myself to the door and 
drive home in a daze. I smell entire- 
ly too disgusting to not hose down 
before entering my house. Most of 
the time, falling asleep is not an 
option because I am subconsciously 
awake. When I wake up in the 
morning, I find my money and 
count it, usually a tad disappointed 
that I put in that much effort the 
previous night because the money 
just doesn’t match up. 

Then the vicious cycle begins 
again for each new shift, five days a 
week. 


Spell-check is overrated 


Useful tips to cut 
dependence on this 


semi useful feature 


By DIANNELY ANTIGUA 
Contributing Reporter 


You know those times, when you 
just don’t remember how to spell that 
word. You sit there at your computer 
screen, racking your brains, wonder- 
ing if it was two I’s or just one. Then 
the “aha!” moment comes. All of 
your mindless frustration turns into a 
solution. You have spell-check! Yes, 
we all know spell-check. It is our 
trusty sidekick when writing our 
English papers, our history papers, 
our literature papers, and any other 
kind of paper. We practically worship 
its skills in spelling and grammar. We 
rely on its robotic intelligence. What 
would we do without it? But could 
this electronic blessing actually be a 
hindrance? 

Remember those spelling tests in 
fifth grade, when you had to spell 
every word exactly right, dot the i’s 
and cross the t’s? Does the rule “I 
before e except after c” ring a dusty 
little bell? It might surprise you that 
some of us might not pass a fifth 
grade level spelling test. Maybe, 
some of us aren’t smarter than a fifth 
grader. It could be that spell-check 
has caused us to grow lazy with our 
spelling and grammar rules that we 
learned in elementary school. In our 
minds, we automatically think, 
“What’s the need to know how to 
spell, when a robot can do all of the 
hard work for you?” 

Spell-check is the most common- 
ly used word processing tool, but it is 
hindering our ability to think on our 
own. Academic papers can’t even be 
used to test the author’s knowledge 
because it has been repeatedly cor- 
rected by a machine. Even I, a hum- 
ble reporter, am a slave to spell- 


check, as I’m using it to write this 
article. 

Using spell-check can be handy, 
but at the same time, it can be a very 
dangerous tool. How many times has 
spell-check automatically changed a 
word you were typing into something 
you didn’t mean to type? The answer, 
is more than we can count. And how 
many times has spell-check con- 
demned a word that you know to be 
spelled correctly with a red squiggly 
underline? 

According to spell-check, my 
name is written incorrectly. 
Apparently, my name is supposed to 
be Danielle and not Diannely. I, how- 
ever, immediately add my name to 
the dictionary database of every com- 
puter I use. If you type my name in a 
Microsoft Word document on any 
computer on campus, and find that 
the irritating squiggly does not 
appear, you will know that I’ve used 
that computer before. 

One thing you can do to shake out 
those spelling and grammar cobwebs 
is to check your local bookstore for 
those word-a-day calendars. Not only 
will you be exposed to the spelling of 
different words, but also you will be 
able to expand your vocabulary (and 
maybe impress a few people). 
Another suggestion would be to 
check out the back cover of note- 
books. They are usually loaded with 
metric conversions, time zone charts, 
important dates, and best of all, com- 
monly misspelled words. 

Has your brain turned to mush 
from the years of using spell-check? 
Let’s put your brain to the test! Is it 
(a) recommend or (b) reccommend? 
(a) seperate or (b) separate? (a) 
accommodate or (b) acommodate? 

The correct answers would be: a, 
b, a. If you answered two or more 
questions wrong, you can officially 
be labeled as a “Slave to Spell- 
Check.” If you answered one ques- 
tion wrong, you are slowly being sold 
into spell-check slavery. 
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Parnassus will hold 
open mic reading 


Patrick Lochelt and the 
Parnassus staff have schduled an 
open mic reading. It will take 
place on Thursday, May Ist, 
from 12:00 in Lecture Hall A in 
the C building. Students are 
encouraged to come and 
participate, either to read or to 
come and listen. 


46th annual NECC 
Commencement 
will be held May 17 


Northem Essex Community 
College will hold its 46th 
Commencement Exercises on 
Saturday, May 17, beginning at 11 
a.m. Close to 1000 graduates will 
receive certificates or associate 
degrees under a white tent erected 


on the quadrangle on the 
Haverhill campus. 
Meredith Hall, New York 


Times best selling author of 
"Without a Map," will be the 
featured speaker. The book, which 
was released in paperback in 
April, is a riveting memoir detail- 
ing her life after she learned she 
was pregnant in 1965 at the age 
of 16. 

April Amirault-Doherty of 
Merrimac, who is graduating with 
associate degrees in paralegal 
studies and general studies, has 
been selected to represent the 
class of 2008 as student speaker. 
A single mother of triplet girls as 
well as a teenage daughter, 
Amirault-Doherty, has overcome 
a number of personal obstacles to 
eam her _ degrees. This 
first-generation college graduate 
owns her own interior and exteri- 
or paint company. She took 
advantage of the college's day, 
evening, and online courses to 
complete her degrees. 

A highlight of the 
commencement ceremony will be 
the awarding of emeritus status to 
seven retired NECC professors 
and staff members. At Northern 
Essex, the rank of emeritus is an 
honor that recognizes sustained 
excellence in performance, 
character, and meritorious service 
to the college. 

Emeriti recipients include 
Carol Barron, professor emerita 
of English; Paul Bevilacqua, vice 
president and dean emeritus of 
academic affairs; James Brown, 
professor emeritus of mathemat- 
ics; Sandra DeVellis, professor 
emerita of behavioral science; 
Mary Jane Pernaa, coordinator 
emerita of career planning & 
placement; John Peroni, dean 
emeritus of continuing edu- 
cation; and Catherine Sanderson, 
professor emerita of English. 

NECC alumnus Jonathan 
Bennett of Methuen, who 
graduated last May, will sing the 
national anthem as the opening of 
the commencement exercises. 

Also performing will be the 
Stuart Highland Pipe Band 


NECC president David F. Hartleb | 


will preside over the ceremony 


Does your campus 


organization or office have | 


something to announce in 
Campus briefs? Please e-mail 
——— to 
observer@necc.mass.edu.. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line 
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Afghan President Hamid Karzai 


survives assassination attempt 


Continued from Page 1 


Only adding to the sense of 
unease in the region, the attempted 
assassination took place on Afghan 
television before the transmission 
was cut. The attack took place as 
marching band had finished playing 
the national anthem and a 2] gun 
salute was to start. Karzai, who had 
been escorted from the area quickly 
by officials via a caravan of SUV's, 
appeared on Afghan television less 
than two hours after the attack. 

Karzai said “the enemy of 
Afghanistan” had been thwarted in 
its attempts to disturb the ceremony 
and that “everything was OK”. The 
brief message also said that several 
suspects were currently in custody. 
The president's office said that those 
killed in the attack were, Fazel 
Rahman Samkanai a prominent 
lawmaker who had only been 
standing 30 yards from Karzai, along 
with a local Shiite leader and a 
10-year old boy. She also stated that 
Afghanistan needs to be given “as 
much, if not more attention” by the 
US military than Iraq. 

Following the attacks, NATO 
Secretary General Jaap de Hoop 
Scheffer said in a statement, “NATO 
will continue to support the Afghan 
Government and people in defending 
their security and their democracy.” 
He went on to state that the attacks 
would ‘have no effect on NATO's 
involvement in trying to keep 
Afghanistan safe from the Taliban. 

This attack is the first major one 
the capital city has faced since 
January when the Taliban sent three 
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Hamid Karzai has survived several assassination plots in the past. 


suicide bombers into an upscale 
hotel, which resulted in the death of 
eight people. Karzai has been the 
acting President since 2001 when the 
US invasion helped to drive the 
Taliban out of Afghanistan. He has 
been the target of several 
assassination attempts in the past. 
Security for the ceremony had 
been extremely tight. In the days 
leading up to the attack, security 
forces had held checkpoints to 
inspect vehicles. The ceremony itself 


was held in an area closed off to the 
general public and heavily protected 
by armed troops and tanks. 

Hillary Clinton commented on 
the attacks Sunday night at a 
campaign event in Cape Fear, North 
Carolina. Clinton recalled meeting 
Karzai and said that “He is a brave 
trying under very difficult 
circumstances to hold that country 
together, and we have not given him 
the resources he needs." She also 
stated that Afghanistan needs to be 


given “as much, if not more 
attention” by the US military than 
Iraq. 


Following the attacks, NATO 
Secretary General Jaap de Hoop 
Scheffer said in a statement, “NATO 
will continue to support the Afghan 
Government and people in defending 
their security and their democracy.” 
He went on to state that the attacks 
would have no effect on NATO's 
involvement in trying to keep 
Afghanistan safe from the Taliban. 


Humankind is continuing to evolve 


Sceintists make the 
argument against 
intelligent design 


By FAYE FLAM 
MCT Campus 


"Oh what a piece of work is 
man," wrote Shakespeare, long 
before Darwin suggested just how 
little work went into us. Somehow, 
that same process. that gave us 
reason, language and art also left us 
with hernias, male nipples, impacted 
wisdom teeth, flatulence and hiccups. 

One argument scientists often 
make against so-called intelligent 
design the idea that evolution cannot 
by itself explain life is that on closer 
inspection, we look like we've been 
put together by someone who didn't 
read the manual, or at least did a 
somewhat sloppy job of things. 

Viewed as products of evolution, 
however, our anatomical quirks start 
to make sense, says University of 
Chicago fossil hunter and anatomy 
professor Neil Shubin, author of the 
recent book "Your Inner Fish" 
(Pantheon Books). And by focusing 
on our less lofty traits, evolutionary 
biology can help dispel one of the 


most egregious and even tragic 
fallacies surrounding Darwinian 
evolution, that it moves toward 


perfection, with man at the apex of 
some towering ladder. 

That misreading of evolution has 
been connected to the eugenics 
movement of the early 20th century, 
with the Nazis extending the 
man-as-ideal notion to blue-eyed 
blond German-man-as-ideal notion. 

"Darwin didn't believe it, but 
some, who saw it through a more 


religious light, tended to want to 
interpret evolution as a steady march 
toward the pinnacle of humanity,” 
says University of Pennsylvania 
ethicist Art Caplan, who has written 
extensively on the eugenics 
movement. 

By today's understanding, 
evolution by natural selection doesn't 
march toward anything it just 
modifies existing creatures to better 
compete in ever-shifting 
environments. ; 

Understanding something as 
seemingly trivial as the evolution of 
hiccups can help clear up some 
profound misperceptions on the 
nature of life and humanity. 

The sound of a hiccup echoes 
back to our very distant past as fish 
and amphibians some 375 million 
years ago, says Shubin. It's really just 
a spasm that causes a sharp intake of 
breath followed by a quick partial 
closing of our upper airway with that 
flap of skin known as the glottis. It's 
best if you can nip it in the first 
couple of hics, he says. 

It's much harder to stop once 
you've let yourself get up to 10. By 
that point you've reverted to an 
ancient breathing pattern 
orchestrated by the brain stem that 
once helped amphibians breath, 
letting water pass the gills without 
leaking into the lungs. "Tadpoles 
normally breathe with something like 
a hiccup,” Shubin says. 

The theme of his book is that we 
owe much of our anatomy to our 
animal ancestors. "Parts that evolved 
in one setting are now jury-rigged to 
work in another,” he says. "When you 
look at the human body, you see layer 
after layer of history inside of us.” 
The first layer is what we share with 
chimpanzees and gorillas. The next 
goes back to mice and cows, while 
further down, you get to the 


relatively underappreciated layers we 
share with fish which include the 
backbone and basic layout of the 
body. 

Our descent from fish explains 
why men are so much more prone to 
hernias than women. In fish, Shubin 
explains, the testicles lie up near the 
heart. (Had they remained there, he 
said, it would give a whole new 
meaning to the pledge of allegiance.) 

The budding gonads still form up 
high in a human embryo, but male 
mammals reproduce better with their 
sperm kept a bit cooler than body 
temperature. And so during gestation, 
human testicles take an incredible 
journey down through the body to 
their destination in the scrotum. The 
trip downward puts a loop in the cord 
that connects the testes to the penis, 
leaving a weakness in the body wall 
where the cord attaches that never 
quite repairs itself. 

Hence the trouble with hernias 
down the road. 

Biologist Sean B. Carroll of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
author of "The Making of the Fittest" 
(W.W. Norton & Co.) and other 
popular books on evolution, says 
evolutionary leftovers are born of a 
"use it or lose it" system. 

For example, he says, we carry 
damaged versions of genes for 
dozens of smell receptors that give 
mice and other mammals far sharper 
noses. "Our repertoire of 
smell-receptor genes has gone to 
pot,” Carroll says. 

Why couldn't we keep our 
ancestors’ scent-tracking ability and 
lose, say, male nipples and wisdom 
teeth? The nipple issue is 
complicated, say biologists, by the 
fact that females need them to 
reproduce or at least did for most of 
our existence. It may be hard to erase 
the trait in males without 


compromising it in females, 
especially since nipples form very 
early in a human embryo. 

But at least male nipples don't 
cause men any major pain, unlike 
wisdom teeth, which can _ get 
impacted and then infected. That's a 
puzzle addressed in an exhibit called 
"Surviving: The Body of Evidence," 
which opened last weekend at the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum 
of Archaeology and Anthropology. 

Fossils show that our ancestors 
had bigger jaws than we do, to fit all 
those teeth that they may have 
needed to chew uncooked meat and 
plants. But as our diet changed, our 
jaws got smaller. 

Why did our jaws get smaller at 
the expense of our dental health? 
Several years ago, Penn medical 
researcher Hansell Stedman 
proposed a genetic explanation. He 
found that all humans share a 
mutation in a gene that remains in 
working order in our ape relatives. 
That mutation caused a degeneration 
of our jaws, rendering them much 
less powerful. It also allowed more 
room in our heads for the brain. 

Using a technique known as a 
molecular clock, he counted the 
number of random changes in the 
gene to estimate that this new 
mutation took over about 2.4 million 
years ago, just as our ancestors were 
revolutionizing the use of stone tools. 

We humans have the capacity to 
evolve away our wisdom teeth, 
according to geneticist Pragna Patel 
of the University of Southern 
California. As many as 25 percent of 
us are lucky enough to be missing 
these teeth, also known as third 
molars. A very few have mutations in 
a gene called Pax-9 which leads to 
other missing teeth. 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Supreme Court allows 
voter ID cards to stay 


WASHINGTON- A divided 
Supreme Court on Monday upheld 
state requirements that voters 
show photo identification cards 
before casting ballots. 

Citing different reasons, six of 
the nine justices said that Indiana's 
photo ID requirement represented 
a valid measure to deter voter 
fraud. The politically significant 
decision reaches well beyond 
Indiana, as other states likewise 
| have been adopting more rigorous 
voter identification standards. 

"There is no question about 
the legitimacy or importance of 
the state's interest in counting only 
the votes of eligible voters," 
Justice John Paul Stevens wrote. 
"While the most effective method 
of preventing election fraud may 
_ well be debatable, the propriety of 
doing so is perfectly clear." 

Issued on the eve of next 
Tuesday's closely watched Indiana 
presidential primary, the court's 
decision drew immediate fire from 
Democrats. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., said the ruling 
"diminishes" voting rights, while 
Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nev., blamed "improper 
partisan motives" for the move to 
require photo IDs. 

Among Republicans, 
though, the decision buttresses 
efforts to extend strict voter 
identification requirements 
beyond Indiana. - 


Credit crunch affects 
state’s college loans 


WASHINGTON- With federal 
and state college loan programs 
reeling from the credit crunch 
caused by the subprime mortgage 
crisis, state officials are worried 
about what will happen this 
summer when a surge of students 
begins applying for fall semester 
money. 

An increasing number of 
banks, private lenders and state 
agencies are dropping their 
student loan programs, forcing 
students to scramble for new 
sources of money. While some 
experts say students should be 
able to easily find new lenders, 
students who switch could end up 
with higher interest rates and 
fewer benefits, such as paid 
upfront loan fees, as the financial 
market tightens. 

And some experts worry that 
escalating loan costs could 
discourage some students from 
applying at all. 

In a time of what loan officials 
say is unprecedented uncertainty, 
students asking about whether 
certain loans are available are 
getting answers like, "As of today, 
yes." 

Among the skittish lenders are 
state loan programs run by state 
agencies or monprofit lending 
groups. These agencies have 
traditionally offered loans with 
better benefits than their for-profit 
counterparts, but some have 
stopped offering federal loans, 
cutting off a main source of tuition 
money to hundreds of thousands 
of students. 


NECC Observer April 30, 2008 


NECC plans to analyze its 
environmental impact 


Northern Essex Community 
College has made a commitment to 
the environment that could serve as a 
model for other organizations and 
institutions. 

Last fall, Northern Essex 
President David Hartleb signed the 
American College & University 
Presidents Climate Commitment 
with a pledge to move the college 
toward eventual total climate 
neutrality. 

The first initiative of the Climate 
Commitment has been achieved by 
creating the college Environmental 
Impact & Sustainability Committee. 
The mission of this committee is to 
integrate the economic, social, and 
environmental principles of 
sustainability throughout the 
curriculum and operations of the 
college and to help the college 
respond to changing local, state, and 
national requirements for public 


Student 


By JAMES HEALEY 
Contributing Reporter 


When the Student Senate started 
‘off the spring 2008 semester, there 
main goal was to be more noticeable 
around the college. They also 
wanted students to know what the 
Senate was and what they did. Over 
the course the next three months, 
they have worked on different 
projects and events to accomplish 
that task. Whether or not they 
achieved the goal, they have allowed 
more people to notice them in the 
public eye. 


institutions. It is hoped that students 
will observe these changes, 
understand the relevance, and 


develop strong values in this area. 

In moving NECC toward climate 
neutrality the committee will address 
eight possible areas upon which the 
college may focus including 
reduction in: energy use; pollution; 
garbage through recycling efforts; 
automobile travel by students, 
faculty, and staff. Additional areas of 
focus may include alternative energy 
use, natural landscaping, infusion of 
sustainability into the college’s 
curriculum, and environmentally 
friendly procurement practices. 

The goal is to complete, by 
September 2008, a comprehensive 
inventory of all of the college's 
greenhouse gas emissions (its 
"carbon footprint") including 
emissions from electricity, heating, 
commuting, and air travel. The 


committee will update 
information every year as it will 
measure the progress made toward 
the goal of reducing carbon 
emissions. 

By September of 2009, the 
committee will develop § an 
institutional action plan to help 
NECC become climate neutral. This 
will include a target date for 
achieving neutrality, steps to make 
climate neutrality and sustainability 
a part of the curriculum and the 
educational experience, and mecha- 
nisms for tracking progress. 

In addition, NECC's action plan, 
inventory, and periodic progress 
reports will be made public through 
the Association for the Advancement 
of Sustainability in Higher Education 
(AASHE) as well as NECC's 
website. 


Senate updates 


They started out with the 
Winterfest, which hadn't gone as 
planned. Then, there was the 


Valentine's Day rose sale that was on 
both campuses; it went better than 
they had planned as they sold out 
ever. The Used Book sale took off 
with a surprise as well. Enough 
books and CDs had been donated to 
the Senate to be sold back to the 
college students at a decent price. 
The latest project for the Senate 
is to deliver a class gift from the 
Class of 2009. While they did go 
around and survey the college 
students on what they would want, 
they are waiting for graduation to 


divulge the gift to the college. 
Hopefully, they have chosen a great 


gift to leave behind for the 
graduating class. 
Before the semester ends, the 


Senate hopes to resolve two main 
issues within the school and 
themselves. They are hoping to 
resolve a dispute that is going on 
within the C-building lounge on the 
third floor between the students and 
the faculty. They also hope to launch 
a website for the senate that will hold 
more information for students should 
they need it, as well as a place to 
send concerns. 


Veterans’ art put on display 


continued from page | 

Sgt/Major Dexter Mead, who 
paid homage to those who have 
fallen in the service, did the final 
exhibit. 
that contained a name, picture of the 


He created shadow boxes 


fallen soldier, and said soldier's 
medals and awards given during their 
tenure. Everything is orderly and 
neat, and to me, told a story of this 
person _ and his or her 
accomplishments. 

Many of the fallen soldiers in the 
shadow boxes were local, and 
considerably. 


struck up a 


decorated 
Another 
conversation with me while I was 


quite 
attendee 


looking at them and I joked, “I never 
even made it to Boy Scouts.” 


Too often people forget that war 


With the help of Eagle Security. 
This security log has been released 
to inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring the assistance of 
Eagle Security on campus in 
Haverhill and Lawrence. The log 
covers events from both Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses from April 
10 to April 24. 


isn't a propaganda poster. It's not 
about what the media tells you it is. 
It's about people. People who stand 
up and serve their country. It doesn't 
matter if you're pro or con, 
throughout history people still and 
always will fight for what they 
believe in. 

Everyone has a stake in war. For 
some, it's to maintain comfort, others 
it's to grant liberty and freedom to 
those less fortunate, and sometimes 
it's even about money. None of those 
things are worth -anything if there 
aren't people there to hold up their 
beliefs. There isn't, or shouldn't be, 
any soldier who thinks they are going 
to make it home every time. Every 
night is their last and every morning 
is a new beginning. They serve 


hoping they are the last to ever pull a 
trigger. For me, that is an incredible 
human story. 

They are our sons, our brothers, 
our fathers, our mothers, sisters, and 
daughters. We gave birth to our 
hopes, we ate supper with them, and 
we look to them to be the frontline of 
our future in a time of need. At the 
end of the day though, they are and 
will always be people. People we 
care about. 

Webster put it a little bit simpler 
“T do this to 
honor those who are willing to serve 


when he told me that, 


our country and our freedoms.” 

I hope more people were able to 
attend the exhibit and hope even 
more that it impacted others like it 
did me. 


Little Sprouts 


playground found 
vandalized 


April 10, 2008- The playground 
behind-the Little Sprouts daycare 
center on the Haverhill campus was 
found vandalized. 


April 17, 2008- A_ student 
reportedly fell while walking 
through the Spurk building. 


April 23, 2008- A student's 
motorcycle helmet was reported 
stolen. 


April 24, 2008- A_ student's 
headphones were reported missing. 


April 24, 2008 A_ student 
reported school books were missing. 
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World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Chinese may delay 
climbers on Everest 


NEW  DELHI- _ Climbers 
attempting the grueling ascent of 
Mt. Everest usually face 
unexpected challenges. But this 
year they're encountering some 
remarkable ones on their way up 
the world's highest mountain: 
squads of police and soldiers, 
security searches, communications 
crackdowns and a worryingly 
shortened window for summit 
attempts. 

Sometime next week, a team of 
Chinese climbers now working 
their way up the Tibetan side of 
Mt. Everest will attempt to carry 
the Olympic torch to the peak's 
famed summit, one of the most 
anticipated stops on its 
round-the-world relay to Beijing. 

Chinese authorities, intent on 
thwarting the kind of pro-Tibetan 
protests that have marred the 
torch's passage through cities like 
London, Paris and San Francisco, 
have closed the northern Tibetan 
side of the mountain to all 
climbing attempts this spring 
except their own. They also 
curtailed planned media coverage 
of the torch's ascent. 

But the effort to staunch 
protest has spread as well to the 
Nepal side of Everest, creating 
frustration among climbers on the 
only available route up the 
mountain this spring. Some fear 
their summit attempt may be at 
risk; others chafe at security 
restrictions they say are eroding 
the spirit of a once-in-a-lifetime 
adventure they have struggled hard 
to prepare for and afford. 

Nepali authorities this week 
escorted off the mountain an 
American climber discovered to 
have a Tibetan flag among his 
equipment, Nepali authorities and 
.climbing teams said. As a 
condition of receiving a permit to 
ascend the mountain this year, 
climbers have had to agree to 
subject themselves to searches and 
to not carry or display any flags, 
banners, shirts or other items "that 
may harm the bilateral relationship 
between Nepal and China." 


Pakistan wants peace 
with Islamic militants 
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan - 
Pakistan's new government is 
negotiating a peace deal with 
militants in the Taliban-controlled 
the rugged 
mountainous area that's thought to 


Waziristan region, 


be Osama bin Laden's refuge. 
The the 
changing approach of America's 


move reflects 
longtime ally in the war on terror, 
and news of the talks set off alarm 
bells in Washington Wednesday. 

The military "is really ticked 
off," said a State Department 
official, who added that U.S. 
entreaties to the Pakistani military 
to keep the heat on Islamic 
extremists "seems to be falling on 
deaf ears." 


Will and 


Watson and Will 
complete a degree 


together 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


Only 
about five or 
six years ago, 
Will Samabria 
was working 
four days a 
week, 12 hours 
a day at Malden 
Mills, working 
security part 
time at Lucent Technologies and 
driving trucks. Then his sight began 
to deteriorate. He describes the 
process as a frightening experience, 
beginning with a multitude of flash- 
es, “almost like a curtain going over 
your eye,” until, eventually, all that 
he was able to see was darkness and 
close shadows in light. 

Samabria is currently studying 
here at Northern Essex, where he 
majors in Psychology. Sometimes 
you'll see him, either walking with 
Lucy Baldwin, his note taker and 
good friend, or with Watson, his 
amazing seeing-eye dog. Watson is a 
golden and Labrador retriever mix. 
Watson is Samabria’s first dog as an 
adult, but they have been together for 


three years now. 

Samabria developed a retina 
detachment at the young age of 13 
years old. Since then up until a few 
years ago, he has gone through more 
than 30 surgeries, until about six 
years ago, there was just no more that 
could be done. 

Watson came to Samabria from 
the “Seeing Eye.” Stationed in New 
Jersey, this is the oldest guide dog 
school in the world, according to the 
website (seeingeye.org). The dog 
stays with puppy raisers until it turns 
one and a half years old, at which 
point the school takes it back and 
tests the dog before beginning train- 
ing. Should the dog pass the test, 
training begins and lasts for five 
months. 

During his training, Watson 
learned to walk while nearly always 
paying attention to what is above and 
all around him. He learned specific 
commands, and to point and then 
touch back whenever asked to direct 
his person to anything. To test that 
the dog is appropriately trained, the 
trainer then blindfolds his or herself 
and takes the dog around the city, as 
if they are the handicapped person. 

Once the dog is trained, the per- 
son must also undergo training. After 
he had grown accustomed to the 
cane, Samabria worked with Watson 
for 26 days. By the second week, he 
had already begun to trust Watson. 
While there, he learned that all of the 


dogs had their own personalities and 
were referred to by their behaviors. 
Watson was the “shady one,” and still 
is, Samabria chuckled. 

Before a person can apply for a 
seeing-eye dog, he said, they must be 
willing to first practice using a cane, 
and move up in experience, so to 
speak. “Once you learn how to listen, 
you feel for that what’s around you, 
you get better at it,” he explained. 
The cane requirement is to teach a 
person to get used to developing the 
other senses, especially hearing. Of 
hearing, Samabria simply says, “I’m 
more aware,” but does not consider 
his acute hearing to be a superhuman 
ability. 

Even in his “handicapped” state, 
Samabria has accomplished many 
astounding feats. He interned at Mass 
General Hospital as a translator, and 
was invited to come back, should he 
ever want to, but he was more inter- 
ested in finishing his schooling first. 
He has managed to graduate commu- 
nity college within 3 1/2 years when 
many students take longer. He 
explained that he is taking a statistics 
class, and the graphs are-very diffi- 
cult to understand without being able 
to “see” them. 

Lucy Baldwin, amazed at all that 
Will has done said, “He’s an inspira- 
tion. He can’t see and he does more 
accomplishments than any person 
sighted. . . the world is a better place 
with people like him.” 


Artemis Savory photo 


Will Samabria and seeing-eye dog Watson are a 
familiar sight around campus. 


Samabria will be graduating this 
semester. He plans on attending 
UMASS Boston to do social work. 
He hopes one day to be a guidance 
councilor for troubled high school 


students. He currently lives at home 
with Watson, his girlfriend, daughter, 
and a Shih-tzu, the “pain in the ass of 
the house.” 


Elvis enters the building , 


Ricky Andrade impersonates 
The King of Rock & Roll 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


The auditorium was packed with fans just 
dying to see “The King.” At the front sat a 
table laden with Elvis paraphernalia: Elvis 
Presley action figures, photographs, posters, 
board games and character cups, like some 
kind of museum exhibition. A screen lit up the 
front of the room, featuring a power point pres- 
entation, reminding the ladies in the audience 
of the glory days of Elvis Presley—his music, 
his love, and his unfortunate end. 

Director Charlene Bouche introduced her- 
self, telling the audience that the event they 
would soon be witnessing was sponsored by 
Life-Long Learning. Mere moments later, 
Elvis himself came bounding into the room, 
dressed in his white, billowy pants with a trian- 
gle of red at the calves, a cape of sporting a 
giant red, white and blue eagle on the back, 
complementing the eagle emblazoned on his 
chest. Skipping his introduction, Presley 
immediately fell into character, opening with 
the song, “That’s Alright Mama.” Picking up a 
string-less guitar, Presley spun it around, 
mocking confusion, and went right along with 
his fast-paced song. He kept tune with the dis- 
play in the background, stopping and starting 
whenever it did. The audience glimpsed shots 
of the King himself, as well as bits of random 
Elvis trivia. ; 

The first couple of songs were fast, allow- 
ing him to show off his crazy footwork, bal- 
ancing on the tips of his toes and his heels, 
bending his knees and still managing not to tip 
over. Then he dropped into a slow song: “I 
Want You, I Need You, I Love You,” and had 
the older ladies swooning. Planting kisses here 
and there, Presley kept his stature, grinning 
widely and continuing his singing without a 
moment’s silence, keeping up with the 
onscreen presentation. 


UMass Lowell is committed to making the 
transfer process—and completion of your 


as smooth as possible 


Dachetors Gegree 


At www.uml.edu/transfer you can 


e See when a UML transfer counselor will 
Artemis Savory photo : ‘4 
be at your campus th 
A “ ie” 
Ricky Aldrads a.k.a. pads ° Look at the Transfer Dict 
peforms for Life-Long Learning. to check ( 


S spring; 


which of your : 


Amazingly, he not only impersonated 
Presley’s movements, but also his facial e 
expressions. He had the whole eyebrow rais- 
ing, sideways mouth thing going for a while, 
almost like he was “possessed” by the greatest 
rocker of all time 

He also sang “Hound Dog,” followed by 


earn the requirements for 


BS dex that 


ee ina 


the BA o 


interests you and 


* Meet transfer students 


!ir expenences 


“Satisfy Me,” its lyrics keeping pace with the 
title, and he took a sip from his Gatorade dur- t UMass Lowe 
ing the long intro. The opening to the song was 
very interesting, a jumble of instruments clash- 
ing together, much like today’s music, but with 
a more authentic feel. The screen showed eS 
Presley’s first movie, “Love Me Tender,” as A University of 
the impersonator sang and moved to the song. wa Massachusetts 
“Jailhouse Rock,” was a classic, one that UMASS | owell 
everyone had heard at some point, and the verator (Gre. | iiec 
moving “Dixie Song,” in which Presley wept oe 
while singing on the big screen. All in all, he 
must have performed at least ten songs in the 
short hour he was there, not once showing 
signs of stopping 
Ricky Andrade, the impersonator, created 
the entire power point presentation himself. He 
started performing in 2002, and, since then, 
has starred in more shows than he can count 
He is currently majoring in Graphics at NECC 


Cote is recognized on 
campus for her roles 
in student plays 


By ASHLEIGH BERGH 
Contributing Reporter 


You’ve probably seen her around 
campus, and you’ve probably heard 
her infections and distinctive laugh- 
ter, but you probably don’t know her 
name. “Now people look at me and 
say ‘Hey, it’s Anne Frank!*”, she says 
with a laugh. “I reply, ‘Nope, I’m not 
Anne Frank. I’m Kin, it’s nice to 
meet you.” 

A sophomore at NECC, Kim 
Cote is recognized as Anne Frank 
around campus because she por- 
trayed her in the Top Notch 
Performer’s production of “The 

' Diary of Anne Frank”, a role Cote 
wasn’t expecting to get. “I originally 
wanted to play Mrs. Van Dunn, and 
when the cast list was posted, I was 
disappointed because I didn’t get the 
role. Then I realized that I had actu- 
ally gotten the lead and was totally 
shocked,” Cote’s involvement in the 
theater program at NECC was really 
“by accident”, she says, as it was 
prompting from Susan Sanders, her 
dramatic lit professor, that got her to 
audition for “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” Even though Cote had been 
involved in theater while a student at 

| Haverhill High, it was the brownie 
points she was promised from 

Sanders that egged her to audition. “I 

honestly owe it all to Prof. Sanders,” 

Cote states with a nod. “If it wasn’t 

for her, I wouldn’t have found my 
real passion for acting.” 

Outside of the theater, Cote is a 
psychology major at NECC, and will 
become a communications major 
once she transfers to Salem State in 
_ the fall. Before she goes to Salem in 
the fall, however, Cote will have a 
performance in “In Darfur” under her 
belt, as well as two nominations to 
the Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival, or the “Kim 
Cote American College Theater 
Festival,” she says with a giggle. She 
was first nominated, and first attend- 
ed, this past January. “I’m involved 


| 


Both the chorus and 
the jazz/rock 
ensemble to perform 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Both the Chorus and Jazz Band 
will be holding spring concerts this 
week. 

The chorus. concert, “A 
Celebration of Song" will take place 
on May 4 at 2 p.m. In the 
‘Technology Center. 

It will feature an eclectic mix of 
music including English and 
American madrigals, selections from 
|Andrew Lloyd Webber's "Les 
Miserables" and Mozart's "Marriage 
of Figaro". Including a tribute to this 
country's veterans called "American 
| Heroes" which includes theme songs 
for each branch of the U.S. military. 

The Northern Essex jazz/rock 
‘ensemble will do their show, “An 
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Cote’s talent blossoms at NECC 


. iy 
Artemis Savory photo 


Kim Cote starred as Anne Frank in a recent Top Notch 
Players production of “The Diary of Anne Frank.” On 
stage with her is Daniel Potter. ; 


with Boston Casting, and I missed a 
film audition to go,” she says with a 
little sigh. “But, it was worth it. It 
was great experience, and I’m glad I 
got nominated to go again” Cote also 
credits Mike Zuccola as an inspira- 
tion and a mentor as well. “I learned 
so much from Mike. He’s such n 
amazing talent.” 

It’s obvious to the NECC public 
that Cote is an amazing talent as well. 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” sold out 
at least three of its shows, and was 
the most attended show since Susan 
Sanders and Jim Murphy had started 


Top music stud 


Evening of Jazz and Rock” on May 1 
at 6 p.m. in the Technology Center. 

Several of the college's most 
talented musicians will be featured 
in both of these. 

For the chorus, Danny Potter of 
Merrimac and Abby Hilton of 
Haverhill will perform a duet from 
"Les Miserables" and the entire cho- 
tus will perform a medley from the 
musical. 

Jonathan Bennett of Methuen 
and Orlik Guzman of Haverhill will 
showcase their operatic talents in a 
duet from Mozart's "Marriage of 
Figaro." 

"This is a program that will have 
something for everyone," says 
Choral Director Alisa Bucchiere. 
"We have exceptional talent this year 
so the concert will be a real treat." 

The five-member jazz/rock 
ensemble includes Sam Allen of 
Newburyport on bass and guitar, Tim 
Davis of Haverhill on guitar and 
vocals, Eric Giribaldi of Haverhill 
on guitar and drums, Matt Klawitter 
of Hampstead, N.H., on guitar, and 


working with the theater program. In 
addition to acting, Cote can also play 
guitar and sing, and showcased this 
talent at this semester’s talent show. 
“I did it out of respect for Dr. 
Gunning, but really I humiliated 
myself,” she says with a laugh. Cote 
performed two songs, “Near to You” 
by Fine Frenzy and “Here in Your 
Arms” by Hello Goodbye, and 
played guitar. “I regretted not doing 
the talent show in high school 
because I was intimidated, and I 
wanted to take this opportunity.” 
Taking chances and opportunities 


Alexi Watts af Georgetown on 
vocals. A ; 

The group wili perform two 
jazz standards, "Autumn Leaves" by 
Johnny Mercer and "Satin Doll" by 
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Here Cote plays Puck in “A Midsummer Nights 
Dream,” which was put on this past fall by Top Notch 


Players. 

seems to be a way of life for Cote 
now, as they’ve all brought her noth- 
ing but good things. 

Although Cote plans on studying 
radio and television broadcasting at 
Salem State, she’d really hopes to 
break into television and film. “I 
want to break the lack of Asian 
females in Hollywood and in theater, 
and the stereotypes as well,” she 
says. “Being Anne Frank proved 
already that I could break the stereo- 
type, and I'd like to continue to do 
that.” 

Even though Cote originally 


Duke Ellington, as well as two rock 
songs, "Fire" by Jimi Hendrix and 
"Superstition" by Stevie Wonder. 
Admission to “An evening 
of Jazz and Rock is free and open to 


came to NECC because it was close 
to home and she wanted to save 
money, she’s finding it’s going to be 
hard to leave. “I have a lot of friends 
here, and I like it here. It’s like right 
when you get in, start to find a niche, 
then you have to leave. Ill miss 
NECC,” she says with a melancholy 
smile. “But I’m happy that I got the 
opportunities I did here, because 
NECC helped me realized my real 
passion for acting. Yeah, I'll defi- 
nitely miss it.” 


ents to perform 


Courtesy photo 
Eric Giribaldi practices the drums for the Jazz/Rock ensemble in the Tech Center. 


the public. 
Tickets for the chorus concert are 
$5 each and available at the door. 
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Student film comments on reality 


It like the Amazing 
Race, but better, 


because its’ at NECC 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Meet C 
played host to 
a brand-new 
reality game 
show that is 
sure to be a 


three teams 


Rite 2 On | it, 


compete against each other in a 
series of odd, demeaning and physi- 
cally taxing events. 

‘To the winning team, goes the 
bragging rights of being the best, 
but more importantly, the cash prize 
of $50,000. 

So why haven’t you heard of 
this show yet? 

Well, it’s not real. 

It’s the premise of a student film 
called “The Triumphant Triathlon” 
and is the brain-child of actor Cory 
Cocchiaro. 

The satirical look at the reality 
show genre is a spoof specifically of 
the CBS 


show “The Amazing 


Race”. The film, rather than racing 
around the World, focuses on the 
teams of newlyweds, two sisters, 
and an elderly couple competing in 
ridiculous stunts on the NECC cam- 
pus where a group of us have gath- 
ered each Sunday over the last 
month to film the project. 

Cory has brought together a 
mélange of talent from NECC past 
and present. Cory, himself makes a 
cameo dressed in the NECC Knight 
costume to hand out clues to the 
contestants as well as directing the 
action. 

Babak Alian and myself are glad 
to have left behind the serious toned 


Diary of Anne Frank for a different 
acting medium altogether. 

We trade in our overcoats and 
yarmulkes for spandex and face- 
paint as the two pro-wrestlers the 
contestants must face. 

Fully involved, with a script and 
fresh pack of cigarettes in tow, Cory 
has led us, his acting minions, 
through some very interesting 
shoots. 

NECC alumni Mike Carney 
plays Triathalon’s host, the typical, 
almost too well manicured narrator 
to the action. 

Tina Sheehan, Chrissy Coates, 
Ozan Haksever, Melody Martinez, 


Aro reminisces on life ina 


Dreams and good 


times come to an end 


with the band 


By ALEX ARO 
Contributing Reporter 


I’m assuming it wouldn’t feel so 
good to break up with a girlfriend 
you've been dating for seven years. 
Especially a girlfriend you adored 
more than anything, a girlfriend you 
would and have done any and every- 


thing for, a girlfriend that helped 
shape who you are. 

I’m also going to assume it 
would especially suck if you had 
seen it coming for a while and tried 
desperately to salvage the relation- 
ship by any means. 

Well, I went through this just 
last week only under a bit different 
circumstances. My “girlfriend” was 
my band Shot Down Sun. 

When the band began seven 
years ago, I was thirteen years old 
and all I dreamt of was putting out 
albums, touring and playing to sold 
out crowds. 


What are you doing ~~ 
after graduation? 


in Engineering 


Technology. 


‘< Northeastern 


8 EE ER ATF 


SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL 


AND CONTINUING STUDIES 


LowELL INSTITUTE SCHOOL 


Even though my head was in the 
clouds, I always managed to keep 
myself grounded. Once we started 
writing some music and playing 
shows I quickly realized how much 
work it takes into actually making a 
band work, much like a relationship. 

Through the years we 
accomplished much more than I 
ever thought we would. We man- 
aged to get signed to a label and 
release an album nationally, garner a 
huge fan base through playing tons 
of shows and overall make an 
impact in the local scene around 
here. 


About the Program 


Earn a Bachelor of Science in Engineering 


Technology (BSET) with one of three specializations: 


APPLY TODAY! 


Classes start 
September 15, 2008 


877-6NU.SPCS 
www.spcs.neu.edu/lis 


« Electro-mechanical systems 


+ Power systems 


+ Embedded systems 


Why Northeastern? 


Classes meet one evening per week in Burlington, 


with a lab'every other Saturdgy in Boston. Unique 
cohort format enables you to complete your degree 


in just 24 months 


However, as all good things 
must come to an end, complications 
began arising that disrupted the 
magic of the band. 

Between other members’ jobs, 
attitudes, living situations and 
money, it became increasingly 
difficult to keep the band afloat and 
that was when the decision was 
reached to disband. 

Even playing one last show 
proved to be difficult with clashing 
attitudes and in the end we had to 
find a fill in drummer to finish what 
had been started so long ago. 

Our final show was April 18th, 


Requirements 


Dick McElhinney, and DJ. Spillane 
round out this list of A list actors. 
Oh yes, we are that good. 

We fight off the rain and the 
contestants do battle in the fake 
world we have set up for them. It’s 
fun to get away from routine and 
drudgery for a chance to ad-lib and 
improv our way through a fun 
Sunday morning with coffee in hand 
and a group of people who know 
how to have fun. 

After all. That’s really what act- 
ing is all about. 


band 


and the second we began playing 
and the whole crowd started mov- 
ing, I knew this was why I loved 
being in a band. 

It felt amazing to know your 
music meant something to people, 
with everyone moshing and singing 
along to all the words. It was like 
kissing that girlfriend for the last 
time, and you know it’s going to be 
the last time. I embraced it with 
everything I had and couldn’t think 
of a better way to send the band out 
and move on to a new chapter of my 
life. 


Associate's degree or equivalent in engineering 


courses are also available. 


technology, math, science, or technology. Prerequisite 


Scholarships & Financial Aid 


Scholarships are available for qualified students who 


start the program in September 2008. Financial aid 


is also available. 


Other Programs 


We also offer Bachelor's Degree Completion Programs in 


Leadership, Information Technology, and Management. 
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Wekome to Falling Rock National Park by Kid Shay 
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lefe kins 


Welcome to Falling Rock Nctional Park by Kid Shay : 
We run this Park how, {Bid Quy is our hired 
anger lady. muscle, 


We need to build 
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CHAMP’S ADDICTION TO 


EARWAX EVENTUALLY ey 
LED TOA HEATED AND, & 
AT TIMES, UGLY FAMILY 
INTERVENTION. 
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“Now do you believe me?” 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Pub game 
6 Pitfall 

10 Tickled pink 

14 Freeze 

15 Bronte heroine 

16 Capital of Togo 

17 Moonshiners’ 
kin 

19 Ms. Bombeck 

20 Pop's pop 

21 Peru’s neighbor 

23 Jug handles 

24 Alarm bells 

26 Relatives 

28 Believe it or __ 

29 One mushroom 

33 Country Twain 

36 Apache leader 

38 Sci. room 

39 Building wing 

41 Twosome 

42 Rifle or revolver 

43 Danger-has- 
passed signal 

46 Animal fat 

48 Walk-the-dog 
toys 

49 Actor Kilmer 

51 Totality 

52 Storyteller 

55 Infield protector, 
shortly 

58 Wool cloth 

61 Prancer 

63 Traditional 
wisdom 

64 Simone Signoret 
film 

66 Fix text 

67 Track shape 

68 Tough spare to 
convert 

69 Makes one 

70 Those opposed 

71 Soon-to-be 
adults 


DOWN 

1 Mournful lament 

2 Legend 
automaker 

3 Difficult as 
it may be to 
believe 

4 Retires 

5 Tater 

6 Muscle 
connection 
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7 Deli bread 
8 Checked 
9 Joe of 
“GoodFellas” 
10 Kramden’s 
portrayer 
11 English title 
12 Rounds and 
clips 
13 Honey 
18 NBC element 
22 Prepares to set 
sail 
25 Sprocket 
27 “The Naked 
Gun” star 
30 Complex 
procedure 
31 Outback birds 
32 Isolated 
33 Knock off 
34 Angelic aura 
35 Tavern order 


Solutions 


{eqel SPONSORED 
OF THe RAL DARK 


Roses? 


45 Squealer 
47 Muse of music 


37 Obvious toupee 50 Townies 


40 Polynesian 
garb 

44 Brass wind 
instruments 


53 Roadway dud 

54 Flock leader 

56 Varnish 
ingredient 


57 Several buttocks 

58 Took a plane 

59 Mineral bonanza 

60 Saharan 

62 Nagger 

65 When it’s light 
out 
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Local retailer participates 
in free offerings for curious 
minds 


By NICK SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


Comics have been a 
staple of the entertainment 
industry since, well, you 
could argue when modern 
archaeologists uncovered 
Egyptian hieroglyphics. 
Even so, their popularity 
has never immersed itself 
into mainstream attention 
until recently. Part of this 
immersion could be the 
influx of superhero block- 
busters, which prompted Joe Field of Flying 
Colors Comics to option the idea of Free Comic 
Book Day. Seven years later and it's considered 
a fairly big success. 

In the late 1990s, the comic industry was 
delivered a huge blow when it saw a severe 
depression after a “collectibles glut” caused 
hundreds of specialty stores to close, and even 
saw Marvel Comics going bankrupt. While the 
industry is still on a path to recovery, the boom 
of comic-based films has helped draw unfamil- 
iar faces into specialty stores. This appreciation 
is shown in Chris Morse of Chris' Cards & 
Comics located in both Seabrook and Salem, 
New Hampshire. While some stores turn the 
holiday into a major event for their respective 
shops (including cosplay), Morse is keeping it 
straightforward with special items, trade paper- 
backs, and more on sale. Morse believes that 
Free Comic Book Day opens the doors for indi- 
viduals who would previously have cold feet 
when trying out something new. 

“It allows people to try out and sample 
comics they wouldn't normally buy,” he said, 
when asked if FCBD has a positive effect on the 
industry. For his shop, it means something even 
cooler. New additions to a regular business flow. 

“People, who would want to try out, for 
example, Hellboy, and say, ‘Hey, this is good. I 
knew it was a movie, but not a comic book,’ will 
use FCBD as a launch pad into the Hellboy uni- 
verse.” 

Speaking of Hellboy, he'll be one of over 
forty titles being offered on May 3rd, 2008. His 
free issue, offered by Dark Horse Comics, cov- 
ers three different areas of the Hellboy mythol- 
ogy. It charts an early adventure of one of 
B.P.R.D's (Bureau for Paranormal Research and 
Defense) most famous members (hint: Not 
Hellboy), a look inside the core team of 
B.P.R.D's current members, and gets under 
Hellboy's skin in his own personal tale. 

Major publishers in the past have used 
FCBD to republish already existing comics, but 


ees slat 


in recent years they've used it to tease or pre- 
view major storylines in their respective uni- 
verses. Marvel is releasing a special X-Men 
issue that will tie heavily into the future of the 
X-Men. Top Cow previews their upcoming 
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“Tt allows people to try 
out and sample comics 
they wouldn’t normally 

buy.” 
-Chris Morse, Chris’ 
Cards & Comics 


event called Broken Trinity, which continues 
from the best-selling First Born event from last 
year. Anyone who remembers the old 
Witchblade series on TNT and didn't know it 
originated from a comic book might want to 
check this out. 

Free Comic Book Day might rack in the dol- 
lars for publishers and retailers, but it's also a 
way for smaller publishers and creators to get 
their work noticed. Boom! Studios has Salem: 
Queen of Thorns, Dabs\ ros. has a preview 
book including Jim Butcher's The Dresden 
Files. Ape Entertainm has a free issue that 
collects brand new short stories that also 
includes an endearing staple of the comic indus- 
try: Monkeys (better yet, it's Go-Go Gorilla & 
the Jungle Crew!) 

There was one book that stood out from the 
pile of smaller offerings and it was Drafted from 
Devil Due's Publishing. It's about humanity put- 
ting aside centuries of strife to unite against a 
common enemy that threatens the cosmos. It has 
potential for a compelling human drama while 
still ratcheting up the sci-fi action with stylistic 
art. 

Morse has high hopes for this years Free 
Comic Book Day as well as the next crop of 
comic blockbusters. If he had to pick one to look 
forward to the most, it would have to be a cer- 
tain man in an iron suit. 

“Best of the movies this summer [Iron 
Man]. It's going to be a great summer for people 
who love comic books.” 

Iron Man hits theaters on May 2nd; so keep 
the momentum going by heading to either the 
Seabrook or Salem, NH locations of Chris’ 
Cards & Comics for some sweet four-color 
action on May 3rd! 

Chris' Cards & Comics stores are located at 
341 S. Broadway in Salem, NH and 919 
Lafayette Rd in Seabrook, NH.. 


This is just a sample of what to expect when entering a Chris’ Cards & Comics store. 


Rivier College offers small 
classes and hands-on 
experience in more than 


30 undergraduate majors. 


Transfer scholarships available for full-time 
day students. 
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Photography & Digital 
Media 
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ear combined bachelor’s and master’s programs 


Rivier College is a Roman Catholic, 
co-educational institution in Nashua, 
New Hampshire — the heart of New 
England. Call 1-800-447-4843 or 
visit www.rivier.edu to learn more. 


Build your mind. Build your spirit. 
Build your dreams. Build your skills. 
Build your future at Rivier College. 


Fight final exams 
with stress reducing 


exercises 


By REBECCA SHERMAN 
Contributing Reporter 


As we arrive at the end of the 
semester stress and _ tension 
increase and the pressure to per- 

form can be overwhelming. 
Before you throw in the towel 
there are some things that you 
should be aware of to help keep 


calm and productive. 
According to Daryl Grave, 
who teaches Abnormal 


Psychology here at Northern 
Essex, stress is caused by four 
factors: frustration, change, con- 
flict and pressure. Being aware of 
what’s causing the stress will 
make it more manageable. When 
coping with stress one may do 
‘unhealthy actions with out realiz- 
ing them. 

Stress is common for college 
students at the end of the year. 
Students get less motivated at the 
end of the year due to the weather 
and increased pressure. Often stu- 
dents procrastinate and corner 
themselves into intense obstacles. 
Waiting to the last minute is 
counter-productive academically, 
emotionally, and physically. It 
_also adds stress to taking an exam. 
| Some stress is good because 
_ it becomes a motivator in helping 
us achieve our goals. It becomes a 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - Workplace 
dynamics may be highly 
Artes political over the next 2 


ag 


days: after Monday 
expect previously silent colleagues to 
voice abrupt opinions or opt for 
increased group responsibilities. 
Avoid complex social discussions, if 
possible and watch for new informa- 
tion to prove misleading or unreli- 
able. Stay balanced: solitary duties 
will ensure predictable results. Late 
this week loved ones may openly dis- 
‘ cuss yesterday's private social deci- 
sions: ask gently probing questions. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Family finances 
will this week require 
Taurus careful planning and open 
debate. Someone close may now 
wish to make large purchases or 
invest in a risky business project. 
Offer encouragement but advocate 
long-term research: home expansion, 
legal agreements and new career ven- 
tures will eventually prove reward- 
ing. Late Friday some Taureans may 
| experience a powerful wave of nos- 
talgia or romantic sentimentality. 
Study all feelings or insights: vital 
wisdom is available. 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) - Authority fig- 
ures are now privately 
evaluating the talents, 
habits or attitudes of fel- 
low workers. Remain quietly 
detached, if possible, and wait for 
obvious signals of change. Before 
Thursday revised job roles may trig- 
ger minor resentments. Go slow and 
it for public agreements. Late 
Friday ask loved ones for a descrip- 
tion of proposed social events. 


, 


problem when one becomes over- 
whelmed to the point where the 
body and mind shut down. 

It is important to realize when 
one is stressed. Taking responsi- 
bility for ourselves and our 
actions of how we treat our bodies 
and our ability to handle stress 
will determine how successful we 
are at accomplishing our goals. 
There is a direct relationship 
between stress and health. Some 
of the danger signs of stress: not 
sleeping, not feeling good, miss- 
ing class, headaches, not eating, 
low attention span, low enthusi- 
asm level, missing deadlines. All 
of these things effect students 
negatively in the class room and 
in their job site. 

Drugs and alcohol are proba- 
bly one of the most dangerous 
ways of dealing with stress. 
Eating your way through the 
stress is also counter-productive. 
Procrastination leads to increase 
volume of stress because it is a set 
up for more pressurized situa- 
tions. Ignoring deadlines, feel- 
ings, and problems is also a nega- 
tive way of coping because the 
pressure builds up internally caus- 
ing negative health effects to ones 
body. Negative patterns, for 
example, fast food may seem like 
a quick and easy fix however per- 
haps taking time to eat properly 
will give better results. 

Identifying and managing the 
stress sounds easier than actually 
accomplishing ‘it. According to 
Jake Waters, a physical trainer at 
Northern Essex, physically work- 


Someone close may feel unusually 
nervous of group celebrations or 
large family gatherings. New plans 
are needed. 


3 


Cancer 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) - Social intro- 
ductions are extremely 
promising this week. 
Over the next few days 
some Cancerians will encounter 
unique business opportunities in a 
group setting. Ask probing questions 
and follow all unexpected leads. 
Partnership agreements, new 
romance or creative career options 
will soon trigger a powerful desire 
for lasting change. After Thursday 
carefully examine all financial and 
legal documents. Yesterday's promis- 
es will need to be revised: don't with- 
hold new information. 


Je, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Money decisions 
may be difficult over the 
next 2 days. Monday 
through Wednesday 
expect family planning, social priori- 
ties and public image to be an under- 
lying concern. Opt for new purchas- 
es, fast revisions and improved confi- 
dence. Financial restrictions will 
soon be eased. Loved ones may be 
briefly critical but will eventually 
offer approval. Dort hold back. 
Later this week spend time with an 
isolated friend or relative: your atten- 
tion will be greatly appreciated. 


1) 


Virga 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - Early this 
week a close friend may 
ask for special considera- 
tion. If so, remain cau- 
tious: recent social triangles or fami- 
ly disputes will not be easily 
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ing out is perhaps the best way to 
handle stress. A workout is a great 
distraction from other stress in the 
world. It helps to clear your mind 
and take your focus off the prob- 
lems that are causing the stress. A 
workout allows the body to relax 
with a euphoric feeling is a long 
term fix with health benefits. Not 
only will it allow you to feel less 
stressed your physical appearance 
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2. Do not pull all nighters for 
exams — this is ineffective 
because the brain shuts down and 
your body becomes very tired. 
Instead try going to sleep by mid- 
night and wake up at 6 o’clock, a 
rested brain is receptive and the 
performance on the test will be 
enhanced. 

3. Eat breakfast and be relaxed 
for the test -then your mind and 


Mitnmn:,;.:’ 6.5. 


“Physically working out is perhaps the 
best way to handle stress.” 


-Jake Waters 


will appear less stressed. He 
encourages working out as the 
best way to deal with stress. 
“Maintaining one’s health is 
most important. If you do not take 
care of your body, how are you 
going to do the things you love? 
Or take care of the people you 
love and care about?” 
Some simple ways to relax if 
a workout is impossible. Soothing 
music, yoga, swimming, massage 
therapy, acupuncture, walking, 
and talking with friends or family. 
According to Graves three 
simple things to do to prepare for 
exams: 
1. Start preparing early - do 
not wait until the last minute 


resolved. Key issues involve can- 
celled events, broken promises or 
misplaced trust. Renewed agree- 
ments will take time. Provide encour- 
agement but emphasize the need for 
complex home decisions. Thursday 
through Sunday a love relationship 
may quietly move to a new level of 


commitment: expect meaningful 
promises. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

( ) 23) - Health, vitality and 


social optimism are now 
on the rise. Many Librans 
are now preparing to bring 
new emotional rules into their lives. 
If so, expect romantic freedom and 
creative expression to be a key con- 
cern. Allow unproductive friendships 
to fade: unwarranted criticism and 
negativity now need to be dismissed. 
Late this week a surprising business 
alliance may cause workplace con- 
troversy. Power struggles will not be 
quickly resolve: remain quietly 
detached, if possible. 


Mm. 


Scorpio 


Libra 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) - Love affairs 
or exotic flirtations are 
appealing this week but 
temporary. Enjoy 
refreshing social and romantic 
overtures but expect past obliga- 
tions to vie for attention. Before 
next week potential lovers may be 
quickly distracted or drawn back 
into repeated patterns. Wait for 
obvious signs before offering new 
promises. After Friday some 
Scorpios may be asked to act as 
family negotiator or business advi- 
sor. Take your time: large contracts 
will require added attention. 


body will be ready. 

If you just need a moment 
before a test, take time to find a 
quiet place to remind yourself that 
you can do well — The Adirondack 
chairs on campus are a wonderful 
opportunity to relax. 

If you are managing your 
stress well, you may be in a posi- 
tion to help your friends manage 
theirs. You can do this by being 
supportive emotionally, having 
empathy for what they are going 
through. Help plan study times for 
group studies this will make 
everyone feel more connected. 
Also it will let everyone know 
that others are stressed too. If they 
are overwhelmed and you have 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 
Roommates or close rela- 
Sagittarius tives may this week 
expect increased dedica- 

tion to the home. A recent phase of 
misinformation between family 
members now needs to be actively 
resolved. Plan familiar activities and 
cozy moments of comfort: loved 
ones will appreciate your sensitivity 
and devotion. Late this weekend a 
compelling wave of nostalgia and 
social insight arrives. Study the com- 
ments of long-term friends and trust- 
ed relatives for valuable clues: much 


is changing. 
ye 
} 22-Jan. 20) - Business 
; opportunities will this 
Capricorw week arrive from unlikely 
sources. Social introduc- 
tions, group events or family gather- 
ings are accented. Listen closely to 
the ideas of friends and relatives. At 
present others may reveal unusual 
financial options, complex invest- 
ments or rare partnerships proposals. 
Don't avoid risk. Lucrative rewards 
will soon emerge. Late this weekend 
a private invitation may lead to a del- 
icate romantic decision. Ethics and 
hidden relationships are accented. 
VN Feb. 19) - Practical or 
financial decisions will 
Aquartus now help clarify family 
roles. Early this week expect loved 
ones to require more direction or 
business advice than anticipated. 
Areas affected are traditional duties 
or overwhelming daily responsibili- 
ties. Discuss all long-term goals, 
money aspirations and original 
career expectations. After Friday 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 


Professionals offer helpful tips 


time help them out with their 
responsibilities you wiill feel bet- 
ter about yourself and it will be a 
great support to them. Also be 
encouraging to others and let 
them know that they can get 
through this successfully. 

If you are interested in talking 
to some one on campus you can 
stop by and visit Bruce Potter in 
the Student Engagement offices 
located in the Health and Fitness 
Center. He is very supportive and 
light hearted and will be happy to 
give suggestions or help find 
assistance for the students on 
campus. 

“The key is to know your 
motivations. Set goals that are 
realistic but challenging. Reach 
those goals and don’t be afraid to 
set new ones. The only limitations 
we have are those we set for our- 
selves” says Graves. 

When registering for next 
semester’s classes; perhaps yoga, 
dance, or other physical classes 
can insure a balance of physical 
activity with academics. The gym 
in the health and fitness center is 
open to all students and faculty. 

Remember to have compas- 
sion for yourself. Achieving 
goals is not always easy howey- 
er it is possible. Take time to 
recognize the stress and your 
method of coping if the method 
is counter-productive, seek 
other alternatives, support, and 
help. 


someone close may relinquish con- 
trol of an important home project. 
Take time for thorough discussions 
and revised plans: a group effort is 
necessary. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - Employment 
regulations or legal rights 
may be a continuing 
source of controversy this 
week. After Monday check all new 
contracts and documents for accurate 
numbers. Older officials may provide 
only limited information: remain 
attentive to small details. After mid- 
week a new romantic attraction may 
quickly escalate. Respond honestly 
to unexpected proposals and seduc- 
tive invitations: this is not the right 
time to avoid strong emotions or 
delay vital social decisions. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: 
Love affairs and new friendships are 
strongly favored over the next few 
months. Before mid-May expect sev- 
eral romantic proposals or social 
invitations to arrive. Relationships 
that now appear in your life will tend 
to remain solid for at least four years. 
Remain open and explore all emo- 
tional opportunities. After June 12 
watch also for a rare business or 
employment reversal. Recent deci- 
sions affecting deadlines, timed con- 
tracts or financial expectations may 
need to be publicly evaluated. Settle 
all outstanding issues by late June 
and all will be well. Over the coming 
summer months job roles will 
expand as key officials prepare for 
advancement. Respond quickly and 
expect lasting encouragement from 
authority figures. 

For private consultation, 
please visit www.mysticstars.net. 
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Red Sox fans are not the 


loyal fans they used to be 


By MICHAEL DENTE 
Contributing Reporter 


I’ve got a bit of a confession to 
make, and I want to make it with 
you. 

I haven’t watched any Red Sox 
games. 

Not one. Didn’t even watch 
opening day. Haven’t checked the 
scores, watched commentary, or 
complained once about Manny’s 
fielding. I leave the room when the 
‘game’s on and avoid conversation 
with my friends who are fans. And 
it’s not because I’ve got something 
against them — hell, my Dad and I are 
season ticket holders — I just don’t 
care about the Red Sox. In fact, I 
hate them. I hate the Red Sox and 
what they’ve become. Red Sox 
Nation killed me. 

It began innocently enough, Red 
Sox Nation. Everyone was excited. 
The curse decades long had been 
broken; finally the team we'd all 
cried and died a little for every year 
had made it. And it was glorious. The 
celebrations in the street, the drunk- 
en yells from homes ~ a city on fire 
with excitement, with being a fan. 
But those flames spread, across 
towns and states. It consumed every- 
thing it touched; torching genera- 
tions of fans leaving none in its 
wake. A great wave across the US. 
And from the ashes was born a new 
Nation. Red Sox Nation. Well I’m 
done with it. I hereby announce my 
succession from that crooked coun- 
try, and I want you to come with me. 

I have a very distinct memory 
from my childhood connected to the 
Red Sox. I’m with my Dad, my 
brother, and my mother back when 
she and my Dad were still together. 
We walk towards the main gate at 
Fenway, buzzing with excitement 
it’s my first game. We wait in lines a 
few minutes before buying tickets at 
the gate, hundreds around us doing 
the same. We walk down the ramp, 
pass by vendors, finding our seats 
right out by the first base line (still 
got them, they’re bitchin’), and settle 
in for a Red Sox-Yankees game. I’ve 
got my Coke, my Pizza, and a prom- 
ise of Ice Cream during the 7th 
Inning stretch. It’s perfect. Do you 
remember a game like that? I think 
you do. Because I’m 18, and that day 


was barely 6 or 7 years ago. How 
much did tickets cost back then? 
How much do they cost now? Did 
you have to strangle someone to get 
a parking space? Did you root for the 
Sox no matter what? That’s not how 
it works anymore. Today’s Red Sox 
fans leave in the 7th inning when 
were down 3 to 5. They want Dunkin 
Donuts on call, tickets pre-ordered 
online, and at least one drunken fight 
to break out. 

What happened? Suddenly the 
whole world is a fan of the Red Sox. 
Now everyone hates the Yankees. 
Losing isn’t losing anymore, it’s “the 
pitchers fault” or “so-and-so can’t 
hit.” I remember when being a fan 
meant you didn’t get angry or sad 
when they lost. You said, “We’ll get 
‘em next year.” You might have even 
laughed. You didn’t blame the play- 
ers; you blamed the umpire or those 
damn Yankees. You gave it all for 
that team, and got nothing in return. 
But you kept giving. It’s depressing 
to see people who think buying a 
pink baseball cap with a big “B” on 
it makes you a fan. It doesn’t. 
Fandom isn’t found with an price tag 
on it, it lies in your heart and you’ve 
got to earn it. Not from a specific 
anyone or anything, it’s something 
you earn from yourself, and that 
sounds odd so I’ll explain. You have 
to be willing to get hurt to be fan. 
You have to wear your heart on your 
sleeve and offer up your soul for a 
homerun. You have to understand 
that your team losing is just as 
important as them winning. You’ve 
got to be willing to support them 
when their down | to 9 and up 15 to 
2. The feeling shouldn’t be different 
just because their losing - if anything 
it should be stronger. 

But I guess I’m the only one who 
thinks that way, because everyone 
else seems to find their Fandom in 
their wallets. They buy the lattes and 
tickets online. They shop at Official 
Stores of Red Sox Nation. They 
carry those damn ID cards. And all 
that stuff makes them a fan apparent- 
ly. Doesn’t that make you sick? You 
don’t have to stand around and take 
it; you can fight back. Just stop going 
to games. Stop watching the cover- 
age on TV. Put your T-Shirts and 
gloves in the closet, And if people try 
to talk to you about it, just shake 
your head and walk away. Try to 
remember what it was like when 
your heart got crushed every year 
they lost, and how it felt to hope all 
over again next season. Remember 


David “Big Papi” Ortiz celebrates after homering. 


what being a true fan felt like, and I 
think you'll agree with me 

Because there aren’t any more 
tickets at gates or games with 
fathers, brothers, and mothers when 
they were still with their fathers 
Now it’s all Official Red Sox 
Furniture Stores and Sports Drinks 
and other worthless ways to weasel 
away our wealth. It’s all different, 
and I don’t like it. It’s not fun any- 
more. Gone, is when you quietly 


-It’s killed 


drank to victory and defeat. Gone, is 
when those two things were the 
same. Gone is the team I gave me 
for. And the one you gave you for. 
itself. It’s dead. But 
maybe, just maybe, things will turn 
around. In a few years, when the 
hype dies down and the spectator 
fans all go away. When they lose a 
few more World Series and sell 
another Babe. Maybe it'll all change 
and fire will burn out and the ones 


‘ 
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left standing, will be people like me. 
And hopefully you. The real fans 
which rooted and cheered before it 
was cool. Maybe if enough of us 
kneel down and pray just a little 
harder, it’ll all change. Back to the 
way it was. 

Please! Give me back those 
days! Give me back Mo Vaughn and 
cheap tickets and ice cream during 
the 7th inning stretch! Give me back 
my team! 


St. Pierre gets back belt and revenge 


George St. Pierre 
defeated Matt Serra in 
their thrilling rematch 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 


Georges St- 
Pierre finally 
gets to turn the 
page on the 
most difficult 
chapter of his 
fighting career 
after a domi- 
nating perform- 
ance on April 
19, at UFC 83 


in one of the most anticipated 
rematches in recent history. St- 
Pierre (15-2) looked stellar in his 
TKO victory over Matt Serra (16- 
4), earning him the UFC 
Welterweight championship belt at 
the Bell Centre in his hometown of 
Montreal Canada. Over 21,000 
fans attended making it one of the 
biggest MMA (mixed martial arts) 
events ever held in North America. 
But before getting too deep 
into details about their recent fight 
one must look at their background. 
Serra a 10 to | underdog in their 
first fight shocked the MMA world 
when he knocked out St-Pierre at 
3:25 of the first round about a year 
ago. It is still considered one of the 
greatest upsets in UFC history. 
Don’t get me wrong, Matt Serra 
is an excellent fighter. Winner of 


the Ultimate Fighter 4 reality 
series, Serra has squared off with 
some of the best in the division and 
holds a black belt in Brazilian Jiu- 
Jitsu. He definitely is one of the 
greatest figkters in his weight class. 

But on paper at least St. Pierre 
is the superior fighter. His style is 
an impressive mix of boxing, 
wrestling, Maui Thai, Jiu-Jitsu and 
holds a black belt in Kyokushin 
Karate. He holds wins over veter- 
ans like: Frank Trigg, Jason Miller, 
Sean Sherk, BJ Penn and Karo 
Parisyan, the latter two have beaten 
Serra in the past. St-Pierre is also 
responsible for ending Matt Hughes 
title reign, the man once considered 
the most dominant fighter in the 
UFC. -So it was definitely a little 
shocking when Serra beat St-Pierre 
for the Welterweight crown. 


Serra wasn’t able to defend his 
belt last year due to a back injury, 
meanwhile St-Pierre was able to rid 
himself of the personal problems 
plaguing prior to his match with 
Serra and bounced back with 
impressive wins over excellent col- 
legiate wrestler Josh Koscheck and 
in a rematch with Hughes. 

All of that was set aside, how- 
ever when Serra and St-Pierre met 
again in the octagon. St-Pierre 
quickly took control of the action 
by scoring a takedown within the 
first six seconds and kept Serra 
pinned down and constantly con- 
nected with clean shots and knees. 
Despite Serra’s excellent Jiu-Jitsu 
he wasn’t able to secure any sub- 
missions as he was overwhelmed 
by St-Pierre’s athleticism. And 
when they stood up, St-Pierre land- 


ed flush jabs and kicks and never 
lost control as in their first bout. 

The second round quickly 
picked up where the last one left 
off, with St-Pierre taking Serra to 
the mat again pounding away. At 
this point Serra’s face was bloody 
and swollen and after a series of 
unanswered knees from St-Pierre, 
referee Yves Lavigne stopped the 
action at 4:45 of the second round. 

There’s still the possibility of a 
second rematch between the two, 
but it’s likely that Serra will face 
Hughes next as the they were origi- 
nally slated to fight last December 
and that fight has been in the mak- 
ing for a while. It seems like 
smooth sailing for St-Pierre now 
since he’s beaten most of the com- 
petition and he’s still young, 26 and 
in his prime. 


NFL Draft recap 


Esper the 2008 NFL Drafi, 
i ithe Kansas City Chiefs 
_ arose as the big winners 


By RICK GOSSELIN 


NEW YORK The Kansas City 
iefs intended to trade out of the 
fth pick of the 2008 NFL draft. But 
their thinking changed when the best 
layer in the draft parachuted into 


All trade talks were off when 
‘LSU defensive tackle Glenn Dorsey 
slid to the Chiefs in the first round. 
The rebuilding of a once-proud fran- 
chise was suddenly in full tilt. 

“Never in our lives did we think 

could get an opportunity to get 

lenn Dorsey,” Chiefs personnel 
director Bill Kuharich said. 

Heading into the draft, Kansas 
City’s most pressing need was at 
offensive tackle. But the fifth spot in 
‘the draft was a bit rich to select any 
of the four remaining elite tackles on 

@ board: Ryan Clady, Chris 
Williams, Branden Albert or Jeff 
Otah. 
The Chiefs expected Ohio State 
defensive end Vernon Gholston, the 
pass rusher in the draft, to be 
there when they went on the clock, 
and they knew they’d get calls from 
teams seeking to move up for him. 
The Chiefs didn’t need a defen- 
‘sive tackle, not after drafting Turk 
McBride and Tank Tyler in the first 
day of the 2007 draft. But Dorsey 
‘walks in as the new sheriff of that 
‘trio, He won the Lombardi, Lott, 
Nagurskj and Outland trophies in 
2007 for his disruptive dominance 
inside for the national champions. 

Not that Kansas City’s defensive 
interior couldn’t be upgraded, 
though. The Chiefs ranked 28th in 
‘the NFL in run defense. The New 
York Giants showed everyone that 
rotating linemen upgrades perform- 


ance. Suddenly, you can count the 
Chiefs among the advocates of that 
strategy. 

Kansas City then addressed its 
most pressing need with a second 
first-round draft pick, claiming 
Albert, an offensive lineman from 
Virginia. He plugs in as the starting 
left tackle, protecting Brodie 
Croyle’s blind side. 

Kansas City still had plen- 
ty of holes, as one would expect on a 
team that finished 4-12. The Chiefs 
needed help on offense, where they 
ranked 31st in the NFL. But most of 
all, they needed to get younger. They 
fielded the second-oldest starting 
lineup in the NFL. 

With 12 picks, Kansas City satu- 
rated its roster with youth and talent. 
Cornerback Brandon Flowers of 
Virginia Tech carried late first-round 
value, and the Chiefs selected him in 
the second round. 

Running back Jamaal Charles of 
Texas carried high second-round 
value, and the Chiefs selected him in 
the third. 

Tight end Brad Cottam of 
Tennessee and safety DaJuan 
Morgan of North Carolina State each 
carried second-round value, and the 
Chiefs landed both in the third. 

The Chiefs also had a superb 
sixth round, drafting a potential 
starter at right offensive tackle in 
Barry Richardson and one of the col- 
lege game’s electric kick returners in 
Utah State’s Kevin Robinson. 
Richardson started 45 consecutive 
games at Clemson, and Robinson 
returned seven college kicks for 
scores. 

In a draft where reaching for 
need prevailed, patience rewarded a 
team that allowed good players to 
slide to them. 

Here are the draft picks viewed 
by NFL writer Rick Gosselin as the 
best values in each round: 

FIRST: Rashard Mendenhall, 
HB, Illinois by Pittsburgh (23rd 
overall). The run of offensive tackles 
pushed the offensive skill positions 


down the board. That allowed the 
Steelers to steal the Big Ten MVP 
and 1,600-yard rusher with the 23rd 
pick. 

SECOND: Chad Henne, QB, 
Michigan by Miami (57th). 
Baltimore’s surprising trade into the 
first-round for Joe Flacco allowed 
Henne and Brian Brohm to slide 
together into the second round. 
Henne was a four-year starter and 
Michigan’s all-time leading passer. 
He’ll be reunited with Jake Long at 
Miami. 

THIRD: Oneil Cousins, G, 
UTEP by Baltimore (99th). Cousins 
carried second-round value on some 
NFL draft boards, and the Ravens 
claimed him with a compensatory 
third-rounder. Cousins played both 
tackle positions in college but proj- 
ects as a guard in the NFL. 

FOURTH: Bryan Kehl, OLB, 
BYU by NY Giants (123rd). A 
Giants-type of player team captain, 
two-time academic All-Mountain 
West and the second-leading tackler 
on a defense that allowed only one 
100-yard rusher in 2007. 

FIFTH: Orlando Scandrick, CB, 
Boise State by Dallas (143rd). The 
fifth round isn’t what Scandrick envi- 
sioned when he opted to skip his sen- 
ior season at Boise State. He has size 
(5-10, 192), speed (4.35) and special- 
teams skill (four career blocked 
kicks) to have an impact as a rookie. 

SIXTH: Paul Hubbard, WR, 
Wisconsin by Cleveland (191st). 
Hubbard entered the 2007 season as 
the top-rated wide receiver for the 
2008 draft. But he missed half the 
season with a knee injury, and his 
stock plummeted. Hubbard has a 
career 17.S-yard average and was a 
sprinter on the Wisconsin track team. 

SEVENTH: Ervin Baldwin, DE, 
Michigan State by Chicago (208th) . 
Baldwin finished third in the Big Ten 
with 18 tackles for loss in 2007, 
including 8 sacks. You generally 
don’t find big-school productivity 
like that in the seventh round. 


Flair retires from wrestling 


Ric Flair finally 
retires from wrestling 


afier 36 years 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


P r ° 
wrestling legend 
Ric Flair, has 
retired from 
professional 
wrestling after a 
36-year career. 
Flair is a 16- 
time heavy- 
weight champi- 
on and is often 
thought of by 
fans of the game as arguably the 
greatest performer of all time. On 
March 30 at the WWE’s annual 
Wrestlemania event, Ric Flair wres- 
tled his last match in a pro wrestling 


Flair broke into the business after 
a chance meeting with Olympic 
Weightlifter Ken Patera, while work- 
ing as a bouncer in Minnesota. 
Through Patera, Flair joined pro 
wrestling promoter Vern Gagne’s 
ian school. 
Making his debut in 1972, Flair 
ickly won over fans with his natu- 
fal charisma and personality in the 


squared ring. He joined the National 
Wrestling Alliance in 1974, but the 
following year he almost lost his life 
when a plane carrying him and fellow 
wrestlers to an event in North 
Carolina crashed, killing the pilot and 
breaking Flair’s back in three places. 
Flair was told he would never wrestle 
again, but, after several months of 
recovery, he returned to the ring and 
won his first heavyweight champi- 
onship in 1976. 

Into the early 1980’s, Flair would 
capture the heavyweight title several 
more times, engaging in battles with 
fellow legends Dusty Rhodes, Jimmy 
“Superfly” Snuka and Roddy Piper. 
Flair left the NWA for Ted Turner’s 
World Championship Wrestling in 
1986 where he wrestled, as well as 
served as a booker the person respon- 
sible for writing the storylines and 
setting up the wrestlers’ matches. 
Flair was named Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Wrestler of the Decade for 
the 1980’s. 

Flair would leave WCW for the 
WWE in 1992, but stay for less than 
a year before returning to WCW. He 
would wrestle Hulk Hogan, “Macho 
Man” Randy Savage, Sting, and The 
Giant as he remained with WCW 
until Turner sold the financially 
struggling company to the WWE in 
2001. Flair took a short amount of 
time off before signing a contract 
with the WWE where he would wres- 
tle the remainder of his career against 


men like the Undertaker and Triple 
H. 

Flair had planned to wrestle until 
Wrestlemania 24 for a long while 
before retiring. The “on-air” storyline 
for Flair’s retirement was that Vince 
MacMahon told him he would be 
forced to retire if he lost another 
match. In actuality, his retirement 
was planned well in advance as Flair 
had opened an insurance company in 
his home state of North Carolina with 
hopes of spending more time with his 
wife and children. 

Flair was inducted into the WWE 
Hall of Fame the night before 
Wrestlemania in front of his many 
peers, where he thanked several of 
the wrestlers he had worked with 
over the past decades. The next night, 
Flair wrestled his last match at 
Wrestlemania 24 against Shawn 
Michaels. Flair lost the match, thus 
forcing him to retire as stated in the 
“on-air” storyline. 

Flair was crying as he stood in 
the ring, visibly moved by the stand- 
ing ovation he received from the 
74,000 in attendance at Orlando’s 
Citrus Bowl. The prolonged cheering 
and unison chants of “Thank you 
Ric” played a wonderful backdrop as 
Flair walked back up the aisle for the 
last time, turning before entering the 
locker room to blow a kiss back 
towards the ring that he ruled over for 
so long. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
Questions: 


1. In what sport, who 


and when did NECC 


crown it’s first and only 


National Champion? 


2. Which NECC cross 
country and track and 


field standout was a 
Three-Time AIll- 


American, as well as an 
Academic All-American? 


3. How many region XX! 
championships have the 
NECC women’s volley- 


ball team won? 


4. When was the last 
time the NECC men’s 
baseball team went to 


the NJCAA World 
Series? 


5. In what year’s did the 
NECC women’s basket- 
ball team win back-to- 


back state titles? 
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Spring activity on campus 


BZ as eat 


a case. Meghan Dempsey shows off her Honors 
project for Developmental Psychology, 
“The Creation of Stereotypical Male and 
Female. 
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Students take advantage of the warm weather and chill 
outside on the benches. 


Katelin Shea stands before her poster 
about the Rwanda Genocide. 


Oe Louise Reidy stands before her Honors 
—— - age ore Project about the Armenian Genocide of 
; et) the early 20th century. 
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Pad 


Young skaters practice by the bus stop and all around 
campus. 
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